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At Laser Rejuvenation Clinics, we 
offer you the services that let you 
look as youthful as you feel. ; 


We provide clinical skin care, non- 
surgical and surgical procedures 
provided by experienced, specialized 

physicians, surgeons, dermatologists, 
nurses and technicians in a relaxed, 
professional environment. 


' Let us take care of all your cosmetic needs! 
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Men's Jewellery 

Hot Diamonds 

Fibo 

Teno 

Edward Mirell Titanium 
Commitment Rings 


Kingsway Garden Mall (Jov ] 
780-477-2400 6 \ or vellers. com 
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DO YOU KNOW THE 
WAY TO SAN JOSE? 
Costa Rica comes just in 
time; after all, how many 
trips to P-Town, Key 
West and Puerto Vallarta 
can we take in one 
lifetime? 


MONEYPENNIES’ 

SUCCESS STORY: 

They say, “Home is where 

the heart is”. By that measure, 
Calgary’s MoneyPennies 
Restaurant and Bar is one of 
the homiest places you're 
likely to encounter. 


JEREMY DIAS IS 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE: 

At an age where most of us 
were fumbling around trying to 
figure out what we wanted to 
do with our lives, Jeremy Dias 
has already started on the road 
to make the world a better 
place for the generations to 
come. 
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atproductions.ca 


Canada’s Ultimate Entertainment Company 


Event Management 
Marketing 
Promotions 
Listings 
Photos 

VIP Guestlist 


Visit atproductions.da 
and sign up for free VIP members Pp 
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AT Productions Ltd. 
501 Yonge St. Suite 211 Toronto, Canada M4Y 1Y4 
Tel: 416.260.1660 Fax: 416.260.0816 

Toll Free: 1.800.939.4489 info@atproductions.ca 
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PUBLISHER’S COLUMN 


A Legend in our Midst 


By Roy Heale 


All too often today, we can be found guilty of taking for 
granted the equality that has been achieved for the Canadian 
GLBT community. With the passing of the same-sex 
marriage act this past summer, it seems hard to 
remember the challenges facing our community only 
four short decades ago. In the 1960s equal rights for 
the GLBT community was a battle waiting to be fought 
and a few individuals rose to the challenge commencing 

the long journey to where we are today. However, on 
_ October 8 we lost an important gay rights pioneer 
when George Hislop at the age of seventy-eight lost 
his battle with cancer. 


George was a leader in the GLBT community in the 
early 1970s when it was not easy to be out of the 
closet anywhere in Canada and at a time when the term 
“Gay” was only used in hushed voices. He was co-founder 
and executive director of one of Canada’s first gay and 
lesbian organisations, the Community Homophile Association of Toronto 
(CHAT), which staged the first Canadian gay rights demonstration on Parliament 
Hill in 1971. As the first openly gay candidate for political office in Canada, 
George ran for Toronto City Council in 1980. He was a leader in the resistance 
to the Toronto bathhouse raids of the early eighties. If there was a gay cause or 
a challenge you could be sure George would be in the middle of the action. 


Perhaps the most notable challenge he undertook was when he fought the 
Canada Pension Plan for the right to same-sex survivor pensions. He was in a 
long-term common law relationship with his partner the late Ronald Shearer. 
When Shearer died after years of contributing to CPP, he applied for a widower’s 
pension but was turned down because he was of the same sex as his partner. 
George took his battle all the way to the Supreme Court of Canada and won a 
favourable ruling but the Government of Canada appealed the decision. The 
highest court in the land is currently scheduled to hear the case in May of next 
year. 


However, in July of this year the federal government agreed to start paying 
pensions pending the appeal. Appropriately, George received his first pension 
cheque in August of this year. : 


‘George was quite rightly described as a “legend” by a judge in this case. 


In a recent statement Jack Leyton, Leader of Canada’s NDP said,“‘It was George 
who first taught me about the lesbian and gay community. He explained the 
issues, he introduced me to the people in the community and he offered insight. 
His strength, humour and dedication to the fight for equality have been inspira- 
tional to me.” Certainly, if perhaps indirectly, this influenced the NDP Party’s 
position and support for the recent same-sex marriage act. 
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At the time of his death, he had been 
for many years the President of the 
Hassle Free Clinic in Toronto and a 
member of the City of Toronto’s 
Committee of Adjustments. His 
activism began in 1969 and never 
stopped throughout his life for which 
the Canadian GLBT community will 
forever owe a debt of gratitude. 


In his own words during an inter- 
view with Gay Guide Toronto he said, 
“One doesn’t start out as an activist. 
But along with a few friends in the 
1950s | discussed what we felt was 
misinformation about homosexuality. 
Mostly the ridiculous view that we 
were caused by absent fathers or 
dominant mothers, that type of 
nonsense. But then you speak up, 
attract attention and it snowballs from 
there.” 


One pioneer, one man who will be 
missed by many and to whom much is 
owed. A truly Canadian gay legend. W 
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Ex-communion-cated 


By John Coulbourn 


The temptation, of course, is to crank up the outrage once again; to pen a 
screed condemning the way the Roman Catholic Church clings to the dark ages. 


But finally, why bother? 


Sure, the latest notion to emerge from the Holy See—that any politician who 
supports same sex marriage, abortion on demand, women in the priesthood (or 
the notion that the earth revolves around the sun and not vice-versa, for all we 
know) should be barred from taking communion—is a little vexing, particularly in 
any part of the world where the hallowed principle of the separation of church 
and state is held in high esteem. 


But truth to tell, when it comes to the R-Sees and their unrelenting dogma-in- 
the-manger attitudes on a host of subjects, |’m starting to feel that they are more 
to be pitied than punished. 


Trapped in a time warp and deep in denial, the brain trust that currently enjoys 
a strangle hold on the Vatican seems almost daily to be more and more deter- 
mined to drown their church in a sea of irrelevancy. 


Like dinosaurs in red dresses, they cling to the world they once knew, incapable 
of changing to serve an evolving global civilization that daily seems to see more 
and more the folly of placing dogma over human compassion. 


In a world where almost everyone seems to be facing evolve-or-die issues like 
AIDS and global warming, the Roman Catholic church has failed to comprehend 
that, at this point, “Because | said so” or even “Because God said so” isn’t an 
acceptable argument in a debate between thinking adults, many of whom don’t 
buy into your church or for that matter, even your religion. 


It must even, on occasion, represent a major challenge for thinking adherents 


Pride Calgary Association 
Monday, November 21, 2005 
Old Y Centre 
223 12th Ave SW Calgary 
7:00 PM 


Members of Pride Calgary Association are entitled 
=. to stand for election and vote at the AGM. 
Memberships will be available at the AGM. 
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of the Roman Catholic faith. 


If the Papacy is indeed infallible, for instance, then how does one account for 
the Papacy’s persecution of Galileo, the Papally-endorsed outrages and excesses 
of the inquisition and a host of other horrors rendered in the name of the 
mother church? If all Popes are infallible, how is it that the papacy endorsed a 
married clergy for a thousand years before embracing the notion of celibacy, if 
not the reality of it? 


And if the Bible is indeed infallible, then it’s certainly time to take pork off the 
menu at the Vatican cafeteria—and past time to start rendering onto Caesar that 
which is Caesar’s too. 


Of course, such a rendering must surely include a healthy respect for the laws 
of a land called Canada, whether you agree with them or not. 


Coincidental to the whole same-sex marriage debate—and not entirely 
removed from it either—has been a whole other debate about what science 
students in our schools should be taught. 


It seems that a certain component of our society, heretofore not renowned for 
deep thinking, now wants the ‘theory’ of intelligent design (which argues that life 
here on earth is far too complex to have occurred by random accident and there- 
fore must have been at least initiated by a greater intelligence) as an alternative 
to the theory of evolution. 


Of course, this ‘theory’ (little more than religion in a lab coat) is now taught in 
many of the schools controlled by the Roman Catholics—and that must be 
terribly confusing for the vast majority of their students. 


How can one embrace intelligent design, after all, when the people who 
endorse it are so thick headed? And frankly, if the Roman Catholic Church sits 
at the peak of our civilization, as is surely its aspiration, then evolution doesn’t 
look too reasonable either. 


Yup, sometimes, it’s tough not to pity “em—but | think I’m up to it. W 
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; ; MoneyPennies 10th © 
“Anniversary Party at pm ~~ 
Saturday, November 26th 


Sun. Dee 4th - Dr. Richard Denny's 
{Oth Annual Tous For Tote 
3pm @ MoneyPennies 
Bring an unwrapped gift (ages O-1%) 
Cash donations also accepted! 


Tues. Dec. 6th: Closed from 5 - Spm for 
Outlooke Annual Chrigtmas Party 


Check out our events calendar: www.money-penhies.com 


174.2 10th Avenue SW Calgary Alberta 408.263.7411 
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Deva Dave Salon 
celebrated its first 
anniversary in October! 


Detour might be closing, but the 
new owners assure us the parties 
will continue at the new Pulse. 


The Artists for Quality 
of Life Awards hosted by 
Linda at the Rekroom, 
October 23rd. 


Kevin from The Ginger Group 


Planning an event in Calgary? 
Contact Cap at 
(403) 228-1157 
and he'll see about covering it in 
Out & About. 
Photos by Outlooks Staff 
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IN THE NEWS 7) 
Long Overdue Library 


By Outlooks Staff 


After two years of planning, creating policies and recruiting volunteers the 
GLBT community in Guelph, Ontario has a new resource centre. The official 
grand opening for Out On The Shelf took place in October and the doors are 
wide open for visitors to enjoy this new library and resource centre. The centre 
is staffed regularly so that the community can access books and publications, find 
out about the diverse range of events, resources and services taking place in and 
around Guelph. This provides a safe, gay environment for those seeking to learn 
more about a gay lifestyle in Guelph. 


Over one thousand catalogued books and a variety of magazines and other 
resource materials are housed in the library. The space is located on the third 
floor at 147 Wyndham Street North and provides an environment for everyone 
to use and feel safe in as they browse the shelves. 


Available is a variety of educational materials, fiction and non-fiction books, 
videos and music resources for access within the library or lend out services for 
at home use. It is also planned for the venue to host author readings, poetry 
nights and film screenings in the future. There will also be the opportunity for 
local community groups to host meetings for their related projects. 


The entire project is administered by a collective of volunteers from the 
community and depends upon donations for funding these activities. At the 
moment, the hours of operation are Tuesdays 5 p.m. to 8 p.m., Wednesdays 10 
a.m. to | p.m., Thursdays 10 a.m. to | p.m.and 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 


Interested parties can visit OutOnTheShelf.ca for more information and 
learn how to become a volunteer. This valuable resource will be helpful to new 
residents of Guelph and extremely beneficial to those seeking GLBT information 
in general. 


Recently the Guelph Mercury newspaper called it “A library that’s long 
overdue” and praised the initiative of the hard working volunteers who have 
spent the past twenty-four months turning this dream into a reality.” 
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Westin Ballroom 
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Sponsored by | 
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Now Selling 


from $257,900 


948 sq. ft. 
1 bedroom + den 
w/ 2 full baths 


All corner suites / 
Prime design district location 


12th Avenue & 7th Street 
Across from Safeway 


Walk to work, shopping, 
restaurants and 
nightlife on 17th Ave 


Presentation Center: 
1400 10th Ave 


Mon - Thur 12-6 pm 
Frill-3 
Sat 12-5 / 


-algary’s Team MoneyPennies attended the 
jan Francisco Bay Area GAY RODEO 
from September 16th to I8th, an event hosted by the 


| 
} 
| 
| 


Iden S Se” Call Today! 
30lden State Gay Rodeo Association - Bay Area Chapter RQ : : 
(bestbuckinthebay.com) | In Calgary cnoir Suites 
| 403.229.9777 
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‘Flashback’ 
reunion 


‘Giving Thanks’ 
fundraiser at 
Buddy’s 
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The International Gay Rodeo Association held 
their twenty-first annual convention in Caigary 
from October 21 - 23,2005. Delegates from 
more than twenty rodeo associations across 
the United States came to the event, which 
was hosted by the Alberta Rockies Gay Rodeo 
Association (www.argra.org). 
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New West” meet 

and greet, held in 

the main bar of 

the Sheraton 

_ Suites Hotel in 
downtown Calgary, 

October 20th. 


.and Paul from Reno 


"From left: Tamara from Nebi raska 
with Jo and Char from lowa 
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(L-R): John from Phoenix; Carlos from 
Albequerque; Box from Phoenix - 


-a dance competition. 


| Shone-and Jodi from Calgary, 


(L-R):Ashley from Calgary; 
Kimberley (Miss CGRA) from Colorad 
® Roger ‘and. Miss Vicki from Calgary. 


IGRA dete to 
_ Calgary enjoyed” 
an evening on the 
_ town during the 
Maple Leaf Pu 
Crawl on Friday, 
October 21st. 


The “big event” for ee IGRA Se, was the ey 
October 22nd Prairie Pride Dinner and Dance, held at— 
Victoria Park Community Association. ARGRA combined — 
their regular monthly dance with this event, which included 


DEDICATED TO PROVIDING 
QUALITY FINANCIAL 
LEADERSHIP, MANAGEMENT 
& BUSINESS SERVICES 


FOR SMALL TO MEDIUM-SIZED BUSINESSES, 


wsceamenar GLCSA 


ORGANIPATIONS INCLUDING BUSINEOEES Gay & Lesbian Community Service Association 
IN THE HEALTH & FITNESS INDUSTRY 


48 FAX: (403) 264-4169 
03) 81 EMAIL: ak@akrpe.ca www.akrpc.ca 


Looking for a meaningful volunteer opportunity? 


DISCOVEYN (cam about waking up and sustaining erotic 
1£+ energy, giving and receiving pleasure, and The GLCSA is always looking for volunteers to help 
your Gifts i expressing your desires. support youth and adults in the GLBT community. 


Currently we require volunteers to facilitate in the 


Celebrating the Body Erotic following groups: 


Montreal November 12-13 Between Men 


Bisexual Network 
Call Paul, 416-598-3775 Heading Out 


oOakhwWhND = 


Vancouver ¢ November 19-20 ee ee 3s 
Call Germen, 604-885-4864 , Womynspace _ 


For more information on any of these opportunities, 
please email info@glcsa.org or call GLCSA at the 
number found below. 


J Body 
& 4 Electric 
KY School 


www.bodyelectric.org 


FIND THAT SPECIAL SOMEONE 
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_ Vancity’s Starry Night | 
Lb pcoming “Variety Is The Spice Of Life” 


U, WOAISIN, Celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the Shooting Stars | 
lg Foundation’s Signature Event! Monday, November 28th 
vents Stanley Theatre. Door 7PM. Show 8PM. Tickets participants had a great time and raised 
$28/$48.50 /$108. Available through Ticketmaster at (604) oe $2300 for the Dr. Peter Centre and Gab Youth 
Son ns Se eee erat hice ncai Producing Stellar Results. Services at The Centre. Making the — 
Hosted by Lynda Boyd Musical Director: Harris Van Berkel. Be part of the Eee legnth ce tee Ree eae cater the This monthly community 
excitement as you take in the outstanding performances of Vancity’s Starry feature sponsored by 


Night, a special concert, regarded by many loyal audience members as one of ae redbek shee te ‘ala Ha ey your friends at: 
the most important events of the year. All proceeds to benefit the Shooting 70 PEM McNichol {standing trom leit to right. PUMPIACK 
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Vancouver Front Runners raises $2300! 


Vancouver Front Runners held Vancouver's 
first Pride Run & Walk on the Saturday 
morning of this past July's Pride Weekend, a 
10 km run or 4 km walk in Stanley Park. The 72 


Stars Foundation in support of local direct service AIDS agencies. For other photos of the Run or more information on 
the Club or the Run beneficiaries please see 


In celebration of Starry Night's 20th Anniversary, a very special show has been 
put together. Some of the highlights include: the Vancouver Men's Chorus — for WW-vancouverfrontrunners.org. Vancouver Front 
the first time in 10 years, Bill Henderson and Rebecca Jenkins performing Runners is generously sponsored by: Yaletown 
“When | Sing”, the song that Bill penned for the film “Bye Bye Blues” and in Walk and Run: Your community corner store for 
which Rebecca starred, Bobby Bruce (of Nearly Neil fame) and his dancers your walking and running needs, located at 1260 


performing “Wilkommen” from Uncle Randy Productions’ “Cabaret”, one of YAN CO g Hamilton Street at 
(Recent Canada's foremost actors Nicola Cavendish, vocal divas Dee Daniels, Leora “ ff Drake phone 604 as 
| 684 0786 and 


Cashe and Coco Love Alcorn, up-and-coming stars The Higgins and DJ 1) ef 
Vancity: West End NcouN 


UNOvaISIN Calhoun, and many more of Vancouver's top musicians and actors. Starry Night 
lg Community Branch, 


has a long running tradition of excellence: Sir lan McKellan, Maureen 


results Forrester, Keifer Sutherland, Helen Shaver, Brent Carver and Jeff Hyslop have 1680 Robson Street CVE o\ 
been guest artists at this wonderfully entertaining event as well as some of the = FarWewepraraememsyres (opposite Capers) phone R 
best talent of the fabulous Vancouver musical and theatrical community. ate 604 877 7471 


Co-sponsors: 


‘Chank you for supporting our “Vancouver & area community events! — GADNTANS.6A 
Let us know about YOUR upcoming non-profit AIDS & GLBT fundraising event and recent financial results. 


5 Please email us your next month info & logo to: PumpJackEvents@shaw.ca by the 10th of each month. woUTL PAR S 
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Jeremy Dias: Making a Difference 


By Dale Smith 


At an age where most of us were fumbling around trying to figure out what we 
wanted to do with our lives, Jeremy Dias has already started on the road to make 
the world a better place for the generations to come. At twenty-one, he’s already 
started his own scholarship foundation aimed at helping those who fight discrim- 
ination. 


Dias credits his mother for his attitudes. “I blame her a little,’ he says. “She’s 
the one who made me into an activist.” 


But the road from high school to 
creating his own scholarship was not an 
easy one. The tale begins in Sir James 
Dunn Collegiate and Vocational School 
in Sault Ste. Marie. 


“Three years ago, | was in high school 
and my school was really homophobic,” 
says Dias. “I tried to establish a program 
that would address homophobia in our 
school—you know, discrimination based 
on sexual orientation or gender identity. 
The school would oppose any effort | 
had to make the school a better place 
for staff and faculty who were LGBTQ- 
identified, and they just kept on 
opposing, opposing, opposing. In my last 
year of high school, | just went “I’ve tried 
for four years to make this school .a 
better place, and you guys just keep 
saying ‘no’. So, | started a human rights 
complaint against them.” 


A three-year legal battle raged, and in 
the spring of this year, the Algoma school 
board offered up money instead of 
prolonging the battle. 


“They never apologized, but they gave 
me a nice lump sum—| was told it’s the second-largest of its kind,’ Dias says. 
“Typically the Human Rights Commission tries to improve the situation or rectify 
the situation and not really give money.’ 


An award of five thousand dollars can seem like a lot to a University student. 
Dias, who moved to Ottawa to go to school, took the unusual step of not putting 
the money towards his education, but instead decided to use that money as the 
seed for a new scholarship program he calls Jer’s Vision. But why a scholarship? 


“The money is not mine,” Dias insists. “! don’t see it that way, because the 
money belongs to social programs that the school just didn’t want to put in. 
That’s where the money belongs. | realize that there’s no way | can put together 
social programs for that school from where | am and what I’m doing, there’s no 
way | can monitor it. So | said ‘I'll do what | can do’ and what | can do is a schol- 
arship program. Originally, it was just for Northern Ontario but then | thought 
‘Why Northern Ontario, why not go all of Ontario, and if not all of Ontario then 
why not the entire country?’ And it kind of just escalated because people kept 
on supporting and encouraging and saying “You should do this. One thing led to 
another and poof, it’s big.” 


Saying one is going to start a scholarship program is one thing, but imple- 
menting it is easier said than done. “It’s a lot of work—the not-for-profit status 
was pretty hard to get because you have to meet requirements,’ Dias says. “Up 
until now I’ve run organizations but a lot of them have already been established. 
I’ve volunteered in my capacity, but I’ve never done anything independent like this, 
so I’ve learned a lot very quickly.’ 


The learning curve may be steep, but Dias credits those who support him for 
getting him this far. “I have a lot of people helping me out—I know a lot of people 
at EGALE, people at Lambda [Foundation for Excellence], people at PTS [Pink 
Triangle Services], who have been so invaluably helpful with their suggestions. We 
have a lawyer on our board; I’ve got a team that really gives me a bit more direc- 
tion—that | need. Whenever we’ve got a big question, | always put it to the team 
and say “What should we do?’ because I’m doing so much and sometimes | go on 
automatic and you really can’t do that—you have to see it from a multiple 
perspective all the time. That’s been a bit of a challenge.” 


Jer’s Vision has already grown beyond the scope of the scholarship itself, which 
is something they see as “Phase One”. Phase Two is already in development. 
“What we're looking to do is similar to what ‘Make Poverty History’ did. We're 
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From left: Barbie-Q, Hard Kora, Jack Layton, Jeremy Dias, Ivana 


going to try to do a big campaign blitz—we’ve had a lot of positive response from 
a lot of big name performers, a lot of big-name record labels and media moguls. 
A lot of people think this is a great idea, why don’t you make it bigger, and this is 
how you can do it.” 


While this is the first year of the scholarship program, Phase Two is only a 
couple of years away. “We're looking into doing a giant anti-discrimination 
campaign between 2007 and 2009, with posters everywhere, fliers everywhere, 
information about how to stop discrimination really at the grassroots level,’ Dias 
says. “[It’s about] educating youth about what they can do at their high schools 
to improve the situation, as well as what you have to stop doing. It’s about helping 
them to envision it and then blending what we would like to see with what they 
would like to see Canada become to make a better country.” 


Currently majoring in psychology and political science, Dias sees his next step 
as doing his MBA. “If the scholarship is a huge success, | think I'll do business 
administration for my masters. If not, I’ll definitely become a psychologist and 
hide in the corner of a gay and lesbian centre somewhere.” 


For this twenty-one year old, the future is already a bright one.” W 
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A relaxing day spent at 
Grand Beach for ‘Grand 
Gay Beach Day’, August 28. 
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The Rainbow Resource Centre’s 
Second Annual Fall Supper at 
Crossways-in-Common, October 16. 
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Out There Sports 

_ First Tennis Tournament at 
Sargent Park Recreation 
Centre, September 1/0. 
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Planning an event in Winnipeg? 
ontact Brent at 
(204) 789-9215 
and he’ll see about covering 


it in Out & About. 
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timmnesnh| (New Reign out 
Contact Barry at 
(604) 685-1377 A brand new Mr. and Ms. Gay 


ee Vancouver were crowned at the 
Out & About. Holiday Inn on October 8th. 
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Princess Vivki and Barry, 
is. and Mr. Gay Vancouver 


Vancouver launch of 
Pink Blood 
Homophobic 
Violence in 
Canada by Douglas 
Victor Janoff. Full 
story on page 28 in 


Outlooks. ! 
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A reading 


Singer Jeff Kirkey launches a 
new CD at the Oasis (Davie 
and Thurlow), October | 8th. 


From left: Paulo, MLA Lorne Mayencourt, Robert and Ron 
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David Clemmer 


Fundraiser at Zelda’s 
for ‘Sarah’, a ten year 
old born with HIV 
whose mother was 
murdered last year. 


Maria Del Mort 


OQueyV 
Media Launen 


Re-launching OutTV 
with the media sponsors 
at Il Fornello 


Greeters Geoff & Noa 


~»<...Nelson, Michael &-Carrie-(Qool.ca) 


Bnd of Summer 
parity at Iu 


This fun night bade goodbye 
to summer with a sexy beach 


All photos by Brian Lawrence 
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Stop Bitching, Start Loving 


By Jesse Trautmann 


My twin brother, Joey, got off the bus from London Ontario with his current 
best friend/boyfriend who was also a typical twenty-something gay student from 
London: a ‘Ken Doll’ wearing American Eagle clothing from head to toe. They 
were best friends but secretly loved one another. They spent all their time with 
each other, telling stories from their childhoods, sharing their dreams and fears; 
it was an unspoken commitment. All their other friends talk about how the two 
of them should and could be together if only they weren’t so chicken in being 
honest with each other. This “almost boyfriend” status continued until one of 
them cracked, confessed their true feelings and instantly everything changed. 
Communication floundered and soon afterward, the friendship totally fell apart 
and they moved on, inevitably falling in love with some other friend. This is the 
twisted love and devotion that manifests itself between gay boys from the 
boonies. 


Later that night, a big group of us went out. The only introduction | had to make 
was the Ken Doll because Joey had met most of my friends before. 


Brian was telling a story. He had met some guy off of an internet cruising site 
but when he got to this guy’s apartment he couldn’t go through with it. 
Apparently this guy was hairy, “| don’t mind hair,’ Brian said, “but this guy was a 
Sasquatch. | didn’t know whether to screw him or wipe my feet on him!” 


“| thought you were dating someone.” Joey remarked. 


“What’s your point?” Brian snapped back with a look. “Anyways, Jesse what 
were you going to ask me?” 


“We need party favours, we're going to the club after this.” 


“So am I, I'll get back to you on that and go with you,” he said heading off into 
the bar. The conversation somehow shifted and | found myself being badgered by 
the Ken Doll and my brother. 


“So he’s your boyfriend now, right?” Joey asked about Bartender X,‘‘] mean it’s 
been over two months, tell me you guys are exclusive.” 


“Nope, but | have talked with him about it. He says he’s in a place where he 
doesn’t want a serious relationship,’ | explained. 


“Oh,” Joey said as if he’d just figured something out, “you're just friends with 
benefits.” 


“That's not true. We go on dates, we've gone for coffee,” | said realizing how 
bad my defense was turning out, “Oh shut up, you just don’t understand.” 


“Understand? Really, what’s his favourite colour or movie? Where’s he from?” 
Joey asked, and when | had no response, he said “Exactly. So tell me Jess, what do 
| not understand?” 


My phone rang, saved by the bell (or rather a Britney Spears ring tone.) It was 
Brian from across the bar with a drug menu. 


As he spoke | repeated his list loudly so everyone could hear.‘‘e is $20, k is $30, 
coke is $50, and for $65 you can get a fabulous little gift basket,’ | joked. We 
ordered and | put down my cell phone, “So anyways,” | continued, “What you 
don’t understand is how we do things here in the big city!” 


We live in a place that’s added Sunday to the workweek long ago, holidays are 
no longer holidays, and more and more establishments are becoming open 24/7 
all because we want and require more. The total number of hours in the day 
remains the same but our to-do lists are rising exponentially. 


Toronto has been deemed Hollywood North and is on the verge of becoming 
the next New York. This is a place where people step over a fallen woman in a 
subway entrance because they can’t be late for work again. In the city you either 
push or get pushed, survival of the fittest, and you learn that quickly if you want 
to make it here. 


This push or be pushed mentality has also managed to weave its way into our 


relationships. A loving and lasting relationship seems to be impossible in our fast- 
paced, over-stimulating metropolis. There is too much to see and do—and for 
some, too many people to see and do. 


This is evident with Bartender X and me.| pushed my needs and wants onto 
him and he pushed right back with his own. Our tug-of-war situation isn’t all that 
bad, but to make it work someone's got to give and |’m the one who is more 
willing to compromise. To some people his unwillingness to commit may seem 
absurd but | accept it because I’m crazy about him. In a city where relationships 
are a dime a dozen and a gay scene that can sometimes be even more hopeless, 
was | so wrong in taking what | could get? 


“Yes!” Joey responded “You guys blow up every tiny flaw making every hurdle 
into a mountain just to give you an excuse to sit here, drink your faces off and 
bitch-bitch-bitch about how youre single. You’re in love with the drama and 
you're addicted to the misery. It’s not that you have no time for emotional 
connections you've simply gotten rid of them. Actually you’ve replaced them with 
getting drunk, high and pursuing horny ventures for instant sexual gratification. 


As for you and that bartender, you're not finding a middle ground, you are 
settling! He says he’s not looking for a relationship right now, which really means 
he doesn’t want a relationship with YOU, ever. All of you are living a joke without 
a punch line—and that’s not funny,’ Joey finished, getting out of his chair. He left— 
not only with his “almost boyfriend’”—but with what felt like a standing ovation 
from the whole bar. 


Later we still made our way to the club and got in on Brian’s guest list. The club 
was packed and the music was perfect, but none of us could manage to have a 
good time, especially me. | have totally been upstaged by my small town brother. 
He had the trump card that small towns still have but the city seems to have lost 
in its skyscrapers and busy streets—monogamy. W 
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would like to thank 


Lorrie & Michele 


for 10 great years of friendship 
and community support. 


Way to go, MoneyPennies! 


Congratulations 


Lorrie and MoneyPennies 


on 10 Great Years, and thank you VW 
for all of s ort! 
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All we can say is 


TaHVe! 


on 10 GREAT years! 


The members of 
Team MoneyPennies 
would like to express 
their thanks 
and gratitude to 
Lorrie & Michele 
for 10 years of support 
and friendship. 
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Congratulations!!! 
Lorrie & Staff 
for 10 great years 
hope to see you all over 
the next ten as well! 
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Congratulations Lorrie on 


Happy 
10th 


Anniversary! 


Money Pennies’ 
1 Oth anniversary. 
Your continual support 
of community 
is applauded and recognized! 


From Your 
-inancial Advisor 


E. Colleen Hanna 


403.543.7271  echanna@shaw.ca 
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Congratulations, 


Lorrie & Michele! 


Thank you for everything 
you and vour statt have 
done for our community 
over the past decade. 

We wish you continued success. 
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Very affordable website solutions. 1-866-643-5665 


by Sean McLennan 


They say, “Home is where the heart is”. 
By that same measure, Calgary’s 
MoneyPennies Restaurant and Bar is 
one of the homiest places you’re likely 
to encounter. When you sit down 
with the bar’s owner, Lorrie Murphy = 
and her partner (in business and in se 
life) Michele Flynn, you can’t help but = 
be drawn in by their warmth and 
sincerity and you can’t talk to them 
long before you understand how impor- 
tant this Calgary landmark is to them and 
to their customers. 


If you’ve even dipped your toe into 
Calgary’s “scene”, chances are you’ve come 
across MoneyPennies. It seems they’ve been around 
forever—in fact, this December marks their tenth anniver- 
sary! Staying afloat for a decade is a significant accomplishment for any small 
business these days, but on top of that, MoneyPennies’ Lorrie (even 
Michele acknowledges that the two have become synonymous) has 
achieved something elusive. They have formed a bridge between 
commerce and community; giving a human face to business 
that you just don’t get at Starbucks (or even Nellie’s!) 


Although both Calgarians by choice, neither Lorrie nor 
Michele are Calgarians by birth. Originally from 
Blairmore, Lorrie moved around western Canada a bit 
and finally settled in Calgary after living in Vancouver 
for a spell. She had past experience as a partner in “Off 
Center”, another Calgary restaurant and bar, and 
decided to open one of her own. “MoneyPennies” came 
to her when she heard the James Bond theme while 
sitting outside a bank trying to think of a name. (Miss 
Moneypenny is of course the name of James Bond’s favourite 
secret-service secretary.) 


Michele, originally from Regina, had been in Calgary for quite a while 
by the time Lorrie opened MoneyPennies; they met and fell in love about a 
year later. After nine years, they're still in gooshy, gushy, “No, you hang up!” love— 
you know, that state that’s so endearing to those of us in our own gushy state, and 
so irritating to those who wish they were. Working together seems only to have 
drawn them closer; Michele came on as a full time partner about three years ago. 
She jokes that she stepped in for a couple of days to cover for one of the staff who 
needed a little time off and just never left. 


The role that MoneyPennies has come to play in the Calgary GLBT community 
is no accident—from the very beginning, Lorrie intended the bar to be primarily a 
vehicle for social contribution and built the business around that goal. It’s clear 
that she understands that real community development starts with your immediate 
environment and the people in it. Love your work and it becomes your home; be 
sincere with your customers and they turn into friends; treat your friends like 
family, and that’s what they become. (It isn’t uncommon to hear Lorrie called 
“Mama’’.) 


Once you've established that core, you have the ability to reach out and influ- 
ence the community at large—these days hardly a week goes by that Money- 
Pennies isn’t front and center in some sort of fund-raising or community activity 
whether it be sponsoring (and participating in!) local sports like rodeo, bowling, or 
ball-teams, supplying Christmas hampers to AIDS Calgary, going bald for cancer, 
drumming up the cash for custom wheelchairs, or supporting the “Cemetery 
Stroll” hosted by Heritage Funeral Homes. Lorrie herself is on the Millennium 


Always a party... 


board, which supports a variety Of GLD! Causes, and this year sne Is acting as the 
Rodeo Director for the Canadian Rockies International Rodeo. | would say that 
Lorrie really understands what Gandhi meant when he said, “be the change you 
want to see in the world”. 


When asked about their success, Lorrie and Michele are quick to give the credit 
to their staff and customers. Despite their growing public profile and reputation, 
they've never neglected the basic needs of their customers: feed em when they’re 
hungry; shelter "em when they’re cold; make ’em laugh when they’re bored; console 
*em when they're down. And give them good quality and good value! All 
MoneyPennies’ food is homemade from natural ingredients and since they aren’t 
interested in gouging people to make money, the prices are all in a reasonable 
range. 


In return, the community has never let them down. MoneyPennies’ biggest 
challenge came about six and a half years ago when Lorrie decided to buy the 
building at their present location (1742 10th Ave SW) and move from the original 
location on 15 Avenue and Center Street. She said when she walked in, “it was like 
a big warm hug”. Unfortunately, things turned out not to be that simple—new 
building codes and city zoning prevented the new location from opening for six 
months. Lorrie and Michele are not sure that they’d have done it if they knew 
beforehand that it was going to be such a long and complicated process, but 

are pleased with how everything turned out. When MoneyPennies finally 
». reopened its doors, the customers came even though it’s a little off the 
main drag. 


Although you’re not likely to happen across MoneyPennies 
without deliberately looking for it, the location has worked out well. 
The parking is good and the neighbours were happy to have them. 
The bar increases the traffic through the area in the 
evenings and at night, providing the added 
security of a busy street. They even get along 
well with the Jehovah’s Witnesses right 
next door—a curious juxtaposition that 
no first-time visitor is likely to 
overlook—and a relationship that 
probably wouldn’t develop south of 
Y the border. 


“In Canada we're blessed,’ Lorrie 
and Michele insist, comparing Calgary 
with San Francisco: in San Francisco, the 
GLBT community has much more political 
power, but they still can’t get married. Here, 
the labels are just less relevant, increasingly less 
so as time goes on. MoneyPennies’ philanthropy is 
centered in the GLBT community, but by no 
i means limited by it; the same is true of their 
i aaa clientele. 

* Lorrie and Michele muse about how 
much things have changed: gone are the 
days of unmarked doors in back alleys and 
needing someone to vouch for you before 
you could get in. MoneyPennies has no one 
on the door, and all are welcome. They’ve 
never had to make any pretense, and have not 
$ had a moment's trouble for it. 


> What’s in store for the future? They just take it 
day-by-day—there are no grand plans, just the oppor- 
tunities that come. For now, they’re- content to keep 
MoneyPennies “a place to meet friends you haven’t seen since last 

night”. 

The “day-to-day” future looks pretty hectic though; among the regular weekly 
events, which include pool tournaments (Thursdays), karaoke (Fridays), “Name- 
that-tune” (Saturdays) and Saturday and Sunday brunch (homemade Hollandaise on 
the Bennies!), there are a number of special events coming up. Don’t miss the staff 
show for World AIDS Day (Dec. Ist), the Toys for Tots fund-raiser (Dec. 4th), and 
“Happy New Queer’s Eve”. Details for all of the above events, regular activities, 
menu and more can be found easily on the MoneyPennies website at money- 
pennies.com . 


| think the word Lorrie and Michele used the most when | was talking to them 
was “blessed”. “Blessed” to have each other, “blessed” to be where they are and 
doing what they do, “blessed” to have their staff, “blessed” to have their 
customers... They attribute their blessings to a faith in the universe: the universe 
takes care of them if they let it. I’m sure they’ll take care of you if you stop by. 


On behalf of all of us, Outlooks would like to congratulate them on their Tenth 
Anniversary and give them a big warm thank you for everything they have done to 
make our community better—one drink and one penny at a time. ‘W 


} 


Sean McLennan is a native Calgarian with (nearly) a PhD in Linguistic 
Science from Indiana University, where he was heavily involved in GLBT « 
currently has a full time gig in software for mobile technology. 
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TRAVEL 


by David King 


Puerto Rico may have given us la vida loca, but Costa Rica’s got la pura vida. 


Conditions for gay and lesbian travel to Central America have significantly improved 
in the last decade, as has life in general for Costa Rica’s GLBT population. It comes just 
in time; after all, how many trips to P-Town, ay West and Puerto Vallarta can we take 
in one lifetime? 


Nestled between Nicaragua and 
Panama, with Pacific and Caribbean coast- 
lines only a few hours drive from its central 
valley, Costa Rica is an inter-continental 
bottleneck of nature, offering the Elysian 
Fields to the eco-tourist, sandy white 
beaches for the Adonis, and hip, urban 
sprawl for arts, culture and club crawlers in 
the capital of San Jose. 


fe Paz waterfalle 


Affectionately known as ‘Ticos’ and 
‘Ticas’, Costa Ricans have dedicated a 
quarter of their land as protected zone, 
wildlife refuge and park reserve. The result 
is an unparalleled biodiversity nurturing 
nearly five percent of the world’s flora and 
fauna. That world-recognized asset is not 
going untapped these days in Costa Rica’s 
booming tourism industry, yet most Ticos 
are aware of it, commiting themselves to a ‘look but don’t touch’ conservationism. Even 
in rain season (May to November), it seems both straights and queers alike are hungry 
for a little Lost or Survivor of their own (with a spa waiting for them at the end of the 
day, of course). 


For over fifty years, Costa Ricans have prided themselves on life with no military, and 
with nearly a ninety-five percent literacy rate, Ticos believe education is their best 
weapon.Although about twenty-three percent live below the poverty line, Costa Ricans 
enjoy Central America’s highest living standards, with two-thirds of its four million 
inhabitants concentrated in its central valley. Recently, the Central American Free Trade 
Agreement (CAFTA) has changed the political climate as an election looms ; 
in February. CAFTA has drawn strong criticism from Ticos and the need for 
re-negotiation, as George W. and U.S. telecommunications giants move in 


Currency: Co: 
bank ATMs are e i 


ca colon (CRC), Most places accept U.S. bucks, but not Canadian ones. Scotiabank and local 
ble, but abrede in urban centres. $} CAD = app, 400 colons. 


to drink Dengue Fever (carried by mosquitoes) is extremely rare and even 
malaria have als not been reported in years. so most Ticos will laugh at our 
ng-term traveller (particularly Caribbean visitors), Canadian 
good mosquito repellent a high concentration of DEET will do the trick). 


Mugging and violence its uncommon, but pick-pocketing and petry theft isn’t, particularly around San Jose's 
if erminal.Avoid carrying valuables, keep a watchful eye, and don't walk alone after 


their meters on, despite being legally obliged to do so. Unless you know your 
5 make sure the metre is on. Furthermore, avoid taxis that are 
re simply not legit 


yellow with car num: 


Don’t carry valuables to saunas or backrooms in clubs, the latzer of which is dark Pickpockets here are amazing 


with their hands, but not i 


ASthough Costa Rica is gay-friendly, machismo still rules Travelling often conforms to “don't ask, don't tel!” 
conservatism outside of GLET locations, so if you've got it, flaunt it safely. 

Be careful near the ocean. Riptides are far more dangerous in Costa Rica than creepy critters, the latter which 
are often more scared of us. 
Drivers should be a little aggressive and a lot defensive There are also several potholes, Beware of people 

to help you change your flat tre—they may have been the ones who let your air out in the first place to take 
your money. 


The term “platanaso”, rarely heard in Costa Rica, is equivalent to“faggor" and has something to do with having 
ain int Your ass Unless your nanme-cafler also has one in his / her ass, avold them. The same goes for “playaso 
aricon’ 


Ticos are some of the friendliest and most proud people you'll ever meet (and they love their soccer), 
As with speaking French in Québec, even a basic Spanish is met with a warm welcome. Enjoy! 
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(opponents are using the Canada-U.S. Free Trade 
Agreement as an accute example of potential unfair 
trade). 


The pulse of GLBT life in Costa Rica beats within 
the bustling city of San Jose and the rainforest 
beaches of the Pacific’s Manuel Antonio, near the 
town of Quepos. Gay rights are much more vocal in 
Costa Rica than ever before, adorned with annual pride 
events and cultural activities in San Jose.A recent crack- 
down on child exploitation by tourists was met with outcry 
by the gay community when gay men became its target—since 
then the country has properly balanced its campaign to stamp out this crime. 


On any given day, San Jose’s central market and Plaza de la Cultura is bustling with 
locals and tourists alike. The stunning architecture of the ays Grad Hotel and Teatro 
National are certainly worth taking in re 
along with the city’s National Mugeutalade 
Museum and Museum of Contemporary 
Art and Design. All-inclusive packages to 
Costa Rica are not necessary, as meals are 
extremely cheap. Both restaurants and 
‘sodas’ (meal canteens) are abundant. For a 
real taste of the country, visitors should 
indulge in ‘gallo pinto’ (literally, ‘spotted 
rooster’), Costa Rica’s signature meal 
of rice and beans accompanied by 
corn, fried plantain and a meat of your 
choice. 


San Jose’s trendy, nearby suburbs of 
Barrio Amon, Barrio Dent, San Pedro 
and Escazu are all worth exploring on 
any given day, with several art galleries 
and gay-friendly restaurants like Cafe 
Mundo and Olio for a quick snack. At 
night, San Jose’s co-ed clubs breath a 

seem Whole new 

Le life into 

town, and while taking a taxi to your destination is recom- 

mended, it’s a safe bet you'll find what you're looking for 

(except, strangely, lesbian and leather bars). Popular commu- 

nity hangouts include La Metro, Puchos and the after hours La 

Casita (backrooms and open bar included), while trendier, DJ. 

hotspots include the new Club OH, Bochinche and the 

department store-sized La Avispa, where salsa often takes 
over the dance floor. 


Just a few hours drive to the Pacific opens the gateway to 
the Fire Island of Costa Rica, Manuel Antonio. The beach town 
is both metrosexual and gay-friendly and while gay establish- 
ments here tend to change far too frequently, visitors are sure 
to find gay-owned and operated accomodations and clubs at 
any given time. Although the rooms are standard, two gay 
hotels, Hotel Villa Roca and Hotel Kekoldi both provide 
decent service, cleanliness and affordability, with nice grounds 
surrounded by nature. Sunbathers will enjoy the gay beach, 
known as La Playita, just a short jaunt from the main beach 
when the tide is right. This clothing-optional beach also 
contains nature trails for other explorations. 


continued next page 


Those interested in more luxury accomodation will still find gay-friendly service in 
just about any hotel or resort in Manuel Antonio, at any time of the year. Despite the 
gay attraction of La Playita, almost any Tico will tell you the ‘must-visit’ is Park Manuel 
Antonio, the second smallest but most prized national park in the country. The perfect 
place for a morning hike, this park offers several altenative beaches, including the one 
most recommended in town, Playa Manuel Antonio. Whether staying in San Jose or 
Manuel Antonio, both locations are recommended for a thoroughly enjoyable stay. 


Not to say Costa 
Rica isn’t abundant 
with other exciting 
places to visit. Many 
travel agencies offer 


multi-hotel vacation 
packages, exploring 
other regions 
boasting Costa 


Rica’s many climates, 
volcanoes and coast- 
lines. From the 
Pacific surfer- 
paradise of Jaco and 

; “i =! the cowboy country 
of Guanacaste, to the Caribbean jungle canals of endangered green sea turtles in 
Tortuguero and party beaches in Puerto Viejo, there is endless terrain not only for 
nature lovers, but those simply looking for a little R&R without having to throw on a 
nature CD. 


Just about everywhere you turn in Costa Rica, someone offers a tour or knows 
someone who does. White water rafting, ATVs, mountain biking, canopy tours and 
aerial trams are all quick fixes for adrenaline junkies, while sunset sailing, hiking, 
kayaking and horseback rides into waterfalls will woo any romantic. Along with 
waiting until you arrive to book a tour, it is great to talk to Ticos about which opera- 
tors they recommend, since tours from your chosen hotel may not, in fact, offer the 
best deals. Most decent tour companies offer competitive rates and serve several 

~ hotels at once, picking up tourists and returning them to their hotels in comfortable 
tour buses both large and small. 


Travelling to the coast from San Jose by vehicle is often far more economical and 
enjoyable than quick flights or having a tour guide hammering away in your ear. This 
said, there are several shorter-distance day trips from San Jose which not only provide 


affordability, but the best slice of Tico terrain and 


culture for the traveller who just doesn’t 
have time to see everything. For less 
than a hundred dollars, the classic 
4-In-| Tour (offered by several 
companies) provides more 
than just four outings in 
one day and is an excellent 
taste of the country. 

Departing early morning, 

this tour stops at a 

breathtaking coffee planta- 
tion for fresh java tasting 
before a traditional Tico 
breakfast. This is followed by a 
tour of Poas Volcano, displaying 
the second largest crater on earth 
(go on a clear day if you can), as well as 
a stroll and lunch at the enormous Le Paz 


Caribbean Rainforest : 
Waterfall Gardens and Butterfly Observatory. An Amazon-style boat trip down the 
Sarapique River and a drive through Braulio Carrillo National Park (the real Jurassic 
Park) completes this day trip, and it’s worth every penny. 


Another recommended and affordable day trip is to Cartago (home to Costa Rica’s 
annual religious pilgrimage on August 2), followed by the orchid-filled Lankester 
Gardens (the only place where tourists may purchase orchids). Guests also visit the 
steaming crater of the Iraz Volcano, one of Costa Rica’s highest, where one can see 
both the Pacific and Caribbean on a clear day. 


Travellers heading northwest of San Jose are offered another package to Sachi, “the 
cradle of Costa Rican handicrafts” and a great place for souvenirs. This is followed by 
lunch and a drive through charming towns like San Ramon and La Fortuna, before 
sightseeing at the highly active, cone-shaped Arenal Volcano. Travellers are treated to 
the Tabacén Hot Springs Resort, where lush gardens flow with eighteen different hot 
springs and volcano-sprung waterfalls at different temperatures.As most tour guides 
will tell you, this trip is more enjoyable as an overnight stay, when one can often the 
see the natural fireworks of Arenal and continue to the nearby Monteverde Cloud 
Forest for a hike. 


Costa Rica’s ‘pura vida’ is worth the experience in both low and high seasons, and 
the price difference is considerable. Despite the daily rain in low season, the sun still 
shines, particularly in the mornings, with a temperature that seldom slips below 
eighteen degrees. Its geographic location is also safe from hurricane season. Although 
the country’s Canadian flags are far less (and far too) visible than that of our U.S. 
neighbour, those I’ve seen are done with great pride and fondness for Canucks. 
Perhaps it’s shared concern for nature and the environment, or perhaps it is Ticos’ 
friendliness and politeness we share in common. Either way, Costa Rica is a 
safer, more economical excursion than one might have imagined ten years ago, 
and a great way to go the extra mile. 


GENERAL INFC AND TOURS CAFES AND RESTAURANTS 


Costa Rica Gay Net castaricagaynet.com 

Gay and Lesbian Guide to Costa Rica: 
hometown.acl.com/GayCRica 

Gay-Costa Rica.‘Com Adventure Vacations: gay-costarica.com 
Gay Tours Costa Rica: gaytourscr.com 


Café Mundo 

Olio Pub and R 
1@10 internet 
Restaurante Tin Jo 


Teatro Nacional Caf 


Greenway Nature Tours: gay-~costarica.net 


Maguines Travel: costaricagaynet.com/maguines 

1@10 Cyber Café: fen} 0.com 

Orgullo Gay Costa Rica: orguilogaycr.com (espanol) 
Purple Roofs Directory: 
purpleroofs.com/centralamerica/costaricaregion.htm! 


Café Milagro 
Internet El Chante 
Picasso Cafe 
Restaurante Karolas 


BARS AND NIGHTCLUBS 


ACCOMODATIONS Re Al Despiste 


La Avispa Disco 


RY ey 


SAM JOSE La Casita Bar 
Bohemian Paradise: bohemianparadise. biz Club Bochinche 
The Canyon House: thecanyonhouse.com Club OH 
Colours Oasis Resort coloursoasis.com La Metro Bar Disco 
Joluva Guesthouse: joluva.com Aesiesaeaeel 
Hotel Relax: hotelrelaxbedandbreakfast.com a 
(Escazu) MANLIEL 
Big Ruby’s 
MAMLIEL AMTORNS Turd Bar 


Hammocks and Eges B&B: hammocksandeggs.com 
Hotel Casa Blanca: casablanca.server | .de/en/ SAN JOSE SAUNAS 
Hotel del Mar: hoteldelmar-costarica.com 
Hotel Villa Roca: vilaroca.com 


Kekoldi Hotels: kekoldi.com (also in San Jose) 


Las Thermas de Hispalis 
Sauna Jano 
Sauna Paris 


David King is a freelance journalist currently residing in Costa Rica. A 
writer, performer and director, he is the co-founding Artistic Director of 
Montréal’s OUT Productions. 
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The human figure ever has been and ever will be the center of passion and inspiration for my work. The true fascination 
is not so much with the physical form as with the emotions, desires and motivation that exists within it. | use the human 
body as a symbol to express that which boils inside of us. It is the full range of emotions, the imperfections and the noble 
aspirations that combined make us truly human. It is not only beauty that | pursue it is the wholeness of human experience. 
| seek an answer to the question: ‘‘what is it to be human?” It is a magnificent obsession. To see more of Edmund's work visit 
his website at eahaakonson.com (Edmund Haakonson is professionally represented by: O’Connor Gallery, Toronto) 
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Each month we feature 
a GLBT photographer 
or artists’ work to 
showcase Canadian 
artistic talent. If you 

would like to be : 
included please send _ 
samples of your work to © 
main@outlooks.ca~ 
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[ 
| impression on Dr. Seelig, as the hard work of the twelve members of the CMC 
| IN THE NEWS who performed on stage at the Place des Arts last July convinced him that this 


| NYC performance shares goals that we also embrace for the CMC’s own 
| performances. 


| 


GLBT Choruses Carnegie-bound 


By Outlooks Staff 


Q: “How do | get to Carnegie Hall?” 
A: “Practice, practice, practice.” 


That’s exactly what several Canadian choruses from the GLBT choral commu- 
nity are doing in preparation for their participation in an ensemble concert in 
2006 at New York’s Carnegie Hall. 


Last fall, the choruses received an invitation from Dr. Tim Seelig, the Artistic 
Director of the 225-voice Turtle Creek Chorale, based in Dallas, Texas. Dr. Seelig 
is conducting an exciting project in association with NYC-based MidAmerica 
Productions, to perform the seminal piece of music,““VWWwhen We No Longer Touch: 
A Cycle of Songs for Survival”, at Carnegie Hall on February 19,2006. Dr. Seelig 
has invited select choruses from around the world to sing in the 300-voice, SATB 
mass choir to celebrate the fifteenth anniversary of Turtle Creek Chorale’s 
commissioning of this important work. 


“When We No Longer Touch:A Cycle of Songs for Survival” is a piece of music 
written by Kris Anthony with poetry by Dr. Peter McWilliams, set to text from 
the Latin Requiem Mass. This haunting piece touches on grief, despair, regret, 
denial and anger, yet it also incorporates hope, acceptance and salvation. 


In addition to many choruses from the United States, five choruses from 
around the world have been chosen to sing in this exciting event: Free Voices from 
Gauteng, South Africa; Melo’Men (Choeur Int’! Gai de Paris) from Paris, France; 
and three Canadian choruses—Ensemble Vocal Extravaganza from Montréal; the 
Rainbow Chorus of Waterloo/Wellington, from Kitchener, Ontario; and the 
Calgary Men’s Chorus, from Calgary, Alberta. 


The Calgary Men’s Chorus is excited and honoured to join Dr. Seelig and the 
special ensemble of choristers for this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. The CMC’s 
performance at last year’s international GALA festival in Montréal made an 


regist 
clinica 
massage 
therapist 


# 105, 401 - 9th A 
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#80, 104 - 58th Avenue SE 
253-8383 
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WWW. ORIENTALPHOENIX.COM 


‘ Outlooks is seeking attractive and outgoing 
- guys for future covers and Don’t You Wish 
features. If you are interested in applying, 
please email a recent picture of yourself 
along with stats and contact information to 
main@outlooks.ca 


In addition to the performance of When We No Longer Touch, there may be 
an opportunity to hear another moving and powerful work sponsored by the 
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Sunday $1.75 Shooter specials all day 
Monday Free pool all day 
Tuesday $1.75 draft all day 


Wednesday $3.50 domestic beer and highballs all day 
Thursday $4.75 double highballs 8pm until close 


209-10TH AVE SW CALGARY 403.265. 


Happy hour drink specials and free pool daily from 4pm until 8 pm 


Turtle Creek Chorale, Sing for the 
Cure, a piece commissioned to raise 


| awareness of the need for funds and 


research into a cure for breast cancer. 
MidAmerica Productions has reported 
that the response to the possibility of 
performing When We No Longer Touch 
has been so overwhelming, that it is 
considering double-billing it with Sing 
for the Cure. Participating choruses 
will choose which piece they want to 
perform, with the entire choral 
ensemble performing the final song for 
Sing for the Cure: One Voice. 


The Calgary Men’s Chorus plans to 
perform When We No Longer Touch 
next January for our Calgary audience 
in a fundraising performance, with 
proceeds to be shared among partici- 
pating chorus members to pay our 
expenses to go to NYC, as well as a 
local charity which works with the 
GLBT community. 


Stay tuned for details on the CMC’s 
fundraising concert in early 2006. For 
more information check their website: 
calgarymenschorus.org W 
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Getting Away With Murder 


By Gerard MacMullin 


The attack was so savage that it was difficult to count the number of wounds 
on the victim’s body. One-hundred forty-six, they finally determined. Maybe 
sheer exhaustion finally stopped the frenzy. 


That may sound like something from a far off war or a TV police drama. But 
it’s one of hundreds of incidents happening to queers in tree lined neighborhoods 
right across the country. 


Pink Blood, by Ottawa author Douglas Victor Janoff, is the first comprehensive 
study of homophobic violence in Canada. His groundbreaking research on a 
largely hidden crisis is a treasure trove of facts and figures. But while statistics 
make this book important, a deep emotional impact makes it relevant. That impact 
is nothing short of gut wrenching as Janoff—in matter-of-fact, academic tones— 
exposes the cold-blooded brutality directed at ordinary Canadians going about 
their otherwise unremarkable lives. 


Janoff admits that the first time he got a copy of his newly printed book, even 
he was stuck by its jarring list of 121 homicides. 


“| opened it up...and | saw 
page after page after page of 
victims who'd been mutilated, 
burned, chopped up, castrated 
and killed in many horrible 
ways”, he said. “It really took the 
sheen off our official media line 
that Canada is an incredibly 
tolerant society—it just doesn’t 
add up.’ 


The body, with 146 stab 
wounds, was identified as 
Vancouver schoolteacher David 
Curnick. His frenzied murder 
was by no means unique. Henry 
Drosdevech of Abbotsford, BC 
was stabbed sixty-eight times 
and had his sex organs cut off by 
a killer who later said he was 
defending himself from a 
homosexual advance. Anthony 
Dowdling of Toronto was bludg- 
eoned twenty times; Marc 
Bellerive of Montréal, Lucien 
Bertin of Halifax and Dave 
Gaspard of Vancouver, were each 
knifed between forty and sixty 
times. And the list goes on and 
on. 


Also chilling are the 350 non- 
fatal attacks. There’s a horrifying 
home invasion in the dead of 
night in an Osoyoos, BC cabin. Another man, severely beaten, was still in a cast 
when his brazen attacker returned within weeks to assault him again. Yet another 
was punched unconscious outside a busy downtown Vancouver theatre, only to 
have police drag him away, only to bring him home in handcuffs in front of his 
whole neighborhood. Outside a B.C. courtroom a mother defended her son, 
accused of savagely assaulting a local queer, explaining it was prompted by “fear 
of AIDS” and criticizing those who called it a gay bashing. 


“People are under the illusion that we have laws that protect us from hate- 
motivated violence in our community, and that these laws send a message to the 
community that this won't be tolerated. | think a lot of that is PR,” Janoff says. 


Janoff was a freelance journalist who became focused on homophobic violence 
after witnessing a friend’s long and painful recovery from a fag bashing in 
Vancouver's Stanley Park. 


“My life changed at that moment,” says Janoff, whose friend suffered through 
multiple surgeries, steel plates, construction of a plastic jaw, hundreds of stitches 
and serious infections. “| didn’t see the world the same anymore.” 


He wrote a newspaper article, then wanted to dig deeper. The research was 
so tough—due to underreporting, conflicting definitions and poor record 
keeping—that Janoff headed for Simon Fraser University and made it his masters’ 
thesis. 
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“You ask any gay person if gay bashing exists, and yes, they can tell you that (it 
does); but as soon as you looked for official statistics, or reports or articles that 
really named the numbers, it was just impossible to find any information,” he said. 


Janoff says the most frustrating part of the project was dealing with police, 
interviewing representatives of twenty-five law enforcement agencies, where he 
encountered “lots of non-participation or pseudo-participation” in his project. 


“It seems like they all had their own definition of what a hate crime was, and 
their own way of keeping track—or not keeping track. What | found was the vast 
majority of policing services really didn’t have a clue.” 


Judges can increase the severity of sentencing where hate crime is involved, but 
the head of the Toronto Hate Crimes Unit told Janoff he had seen it happen in 
only one single case. And in Vancouver, the B.C. Courts didn’t see the high profile 
murder of Aaron Webster as a hate crime, even though he was a gay man beaten 
to death in a known gay cruising area. 


Janoff feels the jury’s out on whether more laws or tougher sentences are the 
answer. 


“Just because you outlaw homophobic violence or hate motivated violence 
doesn’t mean it’s going to stop,” he says. 


What he'd really like to see is an acknowledgement from the courts that 
homophobic violence is “unacceptable and reprehensible” to society, as is 
common in cases of crimes against ethnic or religious minorities. Change is 
possible, he says, citing the example of women who've “made great gains in the 
criminal justice system in the past thirty years, but they had to demand them.” 


Justice reform, changes in policing and news reporting and better education at 
the secondary level are all needed, according to Janoff. Within the community 
more information sharing, better networking and an annual conference would all 
help. 


For now, he’s pleased that homophobic violence is getting some attention. 


“Just the fact that people are sitting in a room talking about this, that’s worth 
the whole ten-year effort of the book. For me there’s hope there,” he says. 


But above all Janoff wants us to remember the people on that terrible list. 


“(We can’t) forget all the suffering that’s happened and continues to happen as 
long as the crimes continue to go unpunished,” Janoff says. “I just hope we'll find 
a way to...make a change so we can prevent more violence.” W 


EYE ON TORONTO 


By Shaun Proulx 


Have you read The Tragedy Of Today’s Gays yet? The now infamous speech 
Larry Kramer, the renowned playwright, author, activist and s**t disturber gave 
to a packed house in New York City a year ago has been out in book form for 
many months now. And as | said to Kramer during a compelling one hour phone 
conversation we recently had, what he has to say about you and me should be 
required reading for every homo out there. 


“Is crystal meth a problem up there in Toronto?” Kramer wanted to know 
during our chat. Is it ever, | told him, and we discussed the way in which I’ve 
personally seen the drug do its damage to many lives in this community. 


While much effort is underway in the community to create a response 
(prevention? harm reduction? hard-core messaging? decisions, decisions) it’s 
also important to acknowledge that there’s a recovery movement well 
underway, built by those who identify as ex-meth users. In fact, “When Tina 
Moved Out: Life After Meth” is the title of a community forum being held 
November 22nd at 7 p.m. at Buddies In Bad Times Theatre, part of the AIDS 
Committee of Toronto’s annual Sexploration Seminar Series in advance of World 
AIDS Day December |. I'll be moderating as a panel (give them a hand for being 
ballsy) that will discuss the various aspects of their personal experiences in 
putting life back together after putting the pipe down for good, with a focus on 
rediscovering sex without crystal. Amongst the panel will be experts speaking 
from personal experience. 


Just after that comes one of the most hotly anticipated weekends of the year: 
Mr. Leatherman Toronto 2006 Competition Weekend. Got your hotel room 
booked yet? As you read this, Mr. Leatherman Toronto hopefuls are pumping it 
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at the gym, prepping speeches, polishing leather gear and steadying nerves as 
they get set to be judged November 26 at Kool Haus. And, of course, it all ends 
with the annual Victory Ball after a new Mister is chosen. DJ Bill Bennett has 
landed this choice spinning gig, which will be interesting, given that in 2002 he 
spun for a primo leather party but lost the disappointed crowd very early on 
with misguided song choices the likes of (and these are not typos): Xanadu and 
Gloria—not exactly leather bump ‘n grind. Seeking redemption, Bennett has 
agreed to be interviewed by me about the debacle and, as someone who has 
often complained loudly about DJs who spin for anyone but the crowd, thereby 
ruining anticipated evenings, | can hardly wait to chat. W 
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By Dale Smith 


Love in Thoughts 


sap 


. 2 5 Va 
Directed By: Achim von Borries Bnessearcu rsa, ge My serv nt eet 
a GE I 


From: Wolfe Video ; 

Running Time: 89 minutes r . 

Release Date: 2005 : LOVE IN THOUGHTS 
love is the only reason to die for 


There’s something about 
German films that allow the explo- 
ration of dark chapters in history 
without the same kind of sensa- 
tionalism that one finds in 
Hollywood offerings, and as a 
result they end up being far more 
satisfying. Love In Thoughts (Was 
nutzt die Liebe in Gedanken in the 
original German) is no exception 
to this rule, basing the plot on the 
Steglitz student tragedy of 1927. 


The film opens with Paul Krantz 
(Daniel Brihl) in prison, explaining 
the details of his confession. It 
flashes back to days previous, when 
he and fellow student Ginter Scheller (August Diehl) are about to take their final 
exams. Upper class Ginter invites working-class Paul to spend the weekend at 
their family’s lakeside summerhouse, Paul quickly accepts it if means the chance 
to spend time with Gunter’s sister Hilde (Anna Maria Muhe). 


Paul and Gunter seem to have little in common—Paul is a bright and talented 
poet, while Ginter is highly strung and has bohemian pretensions. Both idealize 
the notion of love, however, and are full of the kind of adolescent angst that has 
them believing that once you experience that one true moment of happiness in 
love that you should just end your life right there rather than trying to recapture 
it and living the rest of your life in disappointment. The fact that both are also 
taken in by the gun culture of the day doesn’t help the talk of suicide pacts either. 


Hilde has her own ideas about love, and rather than idealize it, she sees little 
value in finding one person to fulfil her needs for the rest of her life. According 
to her proto-feminist ideals, if she chooses a single man to love, he will soon 
control her. Instead, she chooses to have as many lovers as she sees fit to have, 
each of them fulfilling a specific need when she desires it. Chief among those 
lovers is Hans (Thure Lindhardt), a lowly cook at a local restaurant. 


Enter the complications—Paul pines for Hilde, while Hilde accepts him as one 
of her many lovers, Paul’s ideals demand more. But Giinter, though infatuated 
with Paul, is also in love with Hans. Hans is more than happy to string him along, 
sometimes entertaining both brother and sister at the same time. But Hilde’s 
friend Elli (Jana Pallaske) is also interested in Paul, though Paul barely notices her 
at first. 


Giinter and Hilde throw a drunken party at their lakeside cottage and thus is 
born a volatile combination of longing, desire, jealousy and heightened emotion 
that boils over in the presence of too much wine, absinthe and hormones. The 
ideals of love are tested. Paul and Giinter’s conversation about their ultimate 
moment looms before them. 


The film is in German with English subtitles, but don’t let that put you off. Love 
in Thoughts is a beautifully shot film that gives us a glimpse of the period, a time 
between the wars where idealism was ripe with talk of how in twenty years they 
would be loving in a free society like what was happening in Russia. The 
bohemian hedonism is alive and well. A young, attractive cast certainly doesn’t 
hurt either. Bittersweet, funny and melancholic, Love in Thoughts is a period piece 
done the way cinema should be. W 


Love in Thoughts is distributed in Canada by Paradox Entertainment 
Group and can be purchased online at amazon.ca 


Dale Smith is a freelance writer wha fives in Ottawa. His work also regularly 
appears in Capital Xtra and Ottawa Xpress, and he has previously written for 
XY Magazine. 
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By Dale Smith 


Tapas on the Ramblas 


It’s been the better part of a year since 
private investigator Russell Quant’s last 
big case that didn’t involve missing casse- 
role dishes or curling brooms; this time 
the Ukrainian dishes of Quant’s Prairie life 
are traded in favour of an adventure that 
takes place entirely on the road. 


Tapas on the Ramblas, Saskatoon author 
Anthony Bidulka’s third Russell Quant 
mystery, takes a step away from the norm 
that the first two established. For one, 
this book isn’t set in Saskatoon, but 
aboard a Mediterranean cruise ship. It’s 
also a change in that the client isn’t 
someone closeted who's trying to get 
Russell to investigate something while 
maintaining a sort of discretion that 
would keep them so—in fact, that the 
cruise ship is a gay cruise makes Tapas 
Bidulka’s gayest book yet. And through it 
all, Russell has to race against time to find his client’s would-be killer. 


The client is a retired wealthy businesswoman of the lesbian persuasion. 
Suspected of trying to kill her in order for a share of her inheritance, lest she 
change her will like she threatens to—her entire extended family. Given her 
penchant for eccentric family gatherings, she books them all passage on a gay 
cruise and hires Russell to pose as her “advisor” to smoke out the would-be 
killer. 


The ship sets sail from Spain, and stops in Tunisia before heading to Italy. 
Throughout the journey, Bidulka treats the reader to the sights, sounds and most 
especially, tastes of each destination. The use of food-as-metaphor is a device that 
Bidulka has not only carried forward into his third novel, but in fact is something 
that gets better with each instalment. 


The mystery of the would-be killer is also something that Bidulka teases out 
of the readers. Known for throwing a goodly number of red herrings into the 
field to keep the reader guessing, Bidulka keeps the count up high enough in Tapas 
that it becomes virtually impossible to have any prime suspects when almost all 
of them are harbouring some tidbit that keeps one guessing as to just which 
motive is enough to justify murder. And when the number of close-calls start 
piling up, the sense of urgency continues to build as we are left to wonder which 
attempt will be the successful one. 


While first-time readers would certainly have no trouble jumping into Russell 
Quant’s universe with Tapas, Bidulka does keep series readers well-sated with 
news that updates the peripheral characters in Russell's life. Errall, the lawyer 
who works in his building, accompanies him on the cruise, in need of a holiday 
from her life drama that readers familiar with the series would be aware of—a 
move which also deepens her relationship with Russell. Other Saskatoon charac- 
ters pop up along the trip, either in person or in conversation, which gives 
readers the sense of evolution in 
Russell’s world, deepens the 
curious history of some and keeps 
those bits of local colour ever at 
the ready. 


Overall, Tapas on the Ramblas is 
an enjoyable, fast-paced read with 
enough intrigue to keep the reader 
gripped and turning the pages. It 
also showcases Bidulka’s growth as 
a writer, with each book stronger 
than the one before. Most of all, it 
leaves us salivating for a taste of 
what is next to come in the world 
of Russell Quant. W 


Tapas on the Ramblas is published 
in Canada by Insomniac Press, 


Dale Smith is a freelance writer who 
lives in Ottawa. His We 
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HOROSCOPE 


Time marches on in November as we prepare for yet another 
election. Get off your knees comrades and harness the power. Sun 
in Scorpio plots our strates) and, mid month, Sagittarian energy 

umps up the luck. Get Out and vote or keep your whiny opinions 

o yourselft 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 


Don’t avoid conflict or deflect challenges in the workplace. You will be infused with 
corporate spit and fire this November. Well let's call it polish and verve... Scorpio 
energy will make all proud Rams much more strategic and political. You can put up a 
strong front as you quiver in the back. So, get ready to fight for what you want. The 
question is, do you know what you want? 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 


The world will beckon this November and queer Bulls will yearn to scratch their 
itchy hooves. Choose according to your budget—first class international travel, a new 
course of study or even an exotic meal with a fabulous stranger. The most important 
thing is to get but of your routine. But check your itinerary twice. You don’t want to 
forget to pack your underwear...or do you? 


oducts to meet your 
family needs. | 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 


If November heats rather than cools your cockles, turn up the fire and bring to a 
simmer with the help of sexy Scorpio energy. Pink Twins will be ready for any randy 
move as long as they let their hands do all the talking. Subtle just won’t cut it now. As 
you pull into overdrive be sure to check the side mirrors for any passing traffic. Will 
you be over taken, cut off or sideswiped? 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 


Partnerships will require your attention in November. Gay Crabs may be all words 
but rather than flap the air, talk less and do more. Scorpio planets will increase your 
sensuality and give you that certain je ne sais quoi. Spread that quoi around, lover. Are 
you searching for that perfect relationship that always seems to be slightly beyond your 
reach? Stretch to get that extra inch. Oh yes! 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 


If you have been tirelessly toiling away at some rinky-dink job, at least you will get 
some amount of pay off this November. Proud Lions cannot afford to be lazy when 
most labor-intensive activities can go especially well now. Consider eine a sidelong 
look in the mirror. It’s time to get your tugboat out of dry dock and in ship shape in 
time for cruise season. 


Ads Chapel 
= Mice 
VIRGO (AUGUST, 24 - SEPTEMBER ah) + ite 403 Ga ae 
November will be the month to be expansive and full of zest. But don’t sit quietl V9) 

in a corner and expect others to read your mind. Let others know how you feel. = one; 604-478-3821 Phone: 250-: 
Approach life with good cheer, gay Virgin. The cosmos will heat up your fun, frolic and 
ereativity, For those with too much time on their hands, use the time to test your 
personal limits. Climb every mountain, try every spa. 


IBRAGEC TEMBER ICE TOR EO Do you want a relationship based on 


The chickens will be coming home to roost ... or are they turkeys? Proud Libras will [= LOVE AND RESPECT 
have more action around the house than they would prefer this November. Everyone | = 
FEAR AND OBLIGATION? 


loves you for a change, everyone seems to make an appearance and some may even 
wear out their welcome. Despite the stress, keep your sunnyside up no matter what 
happens. After all, you could use the eggs. 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 
Your communications will pack a punch this November. Even the most diplomatic 


Boe sorp Sse hel Se their ie opinion: fe Wierd how raw ane pean : LOOK FOR OUR 
ut so what? Say it loud, proud and queer with no holds barred. Write a scathing letter, ff 
make a lurid SAare call, el out coat political cause. Then step back and et all = UPCOMING EDUCATION 
the action and the reaction. ; i RE CAMPAIGN 
SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) Websites: 
Just when you thought that retirement was around the corner, someone stole your ae : www.bcifu.org/resources/samesex.shtml 
road map. Don’t panic, gay Archer; November is the time to review all your carefully é 3 
constructed financial plans and make the necessary adjustments. But listen carefully to www.gaypartnerabuseproject.org/ 


any sage advice and be sure that you understand the potential risks. Revise and 
reinvest. Are you a bull or a bear? 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) aS) oe 
Pink Caps will be in the epicenter of all the action throughout November. Social fa ine es bes Comme 

opportunities abound and pop your cork. Be prepared with a new wardrobe and new fo] (Blair Collins) (403) 266-1601 ext. 3006 

overall look. (That does not mean, “wear overalls”.) If you have been nurturing some f= Domestic Conflict Unit (Police): : 

reat ideas, it is the time to launch them. Will they be rockets bursting in air or lead # (Christina Rivard ) (403) 206-8338 
Ballons! Pack a pith helmet just in case. ep fs : 

Calgary Communities Against Sexual Abuse 
ue (CCASA) (403) 237-5888 
AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) C77 Shelter: = 


You'll seem fairly prescient in early November but things will soon get out of control ; 
if you begin to second-guess your every move. Aqueerians are advised to remain Wheatlands Community 
eect and rely more on their innate common (alas very SoG sense. Volunteer Crisis Shelter (403) 934-6634 


or a worthy gay cause. You will change the course of events and chalk up a few karmic = 
V.1.G.0.R. Working Community: 
Boot Black Jane M. Oxenbury, M.Ed., C.Psych. (403) 255-7004 
PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 


brownie points for any future misdeeds. 
Where are your pals when you need them? They will be close at hand and not Every Saturday from Spm = OUTLEQKS 


underfoot in November. They'll infuse everything with energy and mischief. The part Sponsored in part by: JMbutscasNNacu ME 


will never stop and neither will you. Guppies will expand their circle of friends wit! 
each successive play date. Plan your schedule with an eye towards the holiday season. ; 
Stow your boxes and hang your balls on a few new trees. 


1167 Davie Street, Vancouver a. ine ‘ 
604 685 341] iS pu . toe Meet) roug te you by: 
wwwhumpjacknuh.com |e mm < 
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Gay Leadership? 


By Daniel Wylie and Michael Sinnott 


Is the next Leader of the Parti 
Québecois going to be gay? 

André Boisclair, an openly gay 
man, is running for the leadership of 
the Parti Québecois, the separatist 
party in Québec. He was born in 
Montreal and he is thirty-nine years 
old. He became involved with the 
PQ at age eighteen, recruited by the 


then future Premier, Bernard Landry 
(2001-2003). He first ran as the PQ 


candidate in 1989 and won at the 
age of twenty-three. He was re- 
elected in 1994 and was a 


backbencher in Jacques Parizeau’s 
government. When Parizeau abruptly resigned after the referendum defeat in 
1995, Lucien Bouchard promoted Boisclair to cabinet. Boisclair was re- 
elected in 2003 and held a dozen different cabinet portfolios under Bouchard 
and Landry. His most senior position was as house leader. He resigned his 
seat in 2004 to return to school at Harvard University. 
Boisclair had finished his studies and had accepted a job offer 
in Toronto when Landry abruptly resigned as PQ leader after 
an embarrassing confidence vote at the June PQ convention. 
After a couple of better-known candidates declined to enter 
the race, Boisclair announced his candidacy and he quickly 
became the favorite to win the leadership. 


Boisclair is bilingual, young, articulate, handsome, a moderate 
by PQ standards on most political issues—and he attracts a 
youth following. His campaign to attract and sign up new 
members for the party was centered in the province's colleges 
and universities. He is considered part of the new generation 
of Québec politicians. Is Québec ready for a gay Premier? 
Recent polls suggest yes, being gay is a non-issue with Québec’s 
electorate. 


It has not been all smooth sailing for Boisclair. Recently Boisclair has 
admitted to using cocaine while being a minister under Bouchard. In subse- 
quent media scrums, he has refused to elaborate. The media has been 
persistent. The more Boisclair tries to evade the question the more questions 
arise. But that hasn’t stopped Québecers from supporting him. In a recent 
Leger/TVA poll, 700 people were asked if they would vote for Boisclair as 
Premier even after knowing about his cocaine use, seventy-one percent of the 
sample said yes, as well as eighty-six percent of identified PQ supporters. His 
poll numbers for the leadership of the party also increased from fifty-three 
percent amongst PQ supporters prior to the revelation to sixty-four percent 
after the cocaine story broke. 
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So where does that leave 
Boisclair in the race to be PQ 
leader? He is still the acknowl- 
edged front runner but Pauline 
Marois, the  fifty-six-year-old 
party veteran is running second 
amongst the eight other candi- 
dates and she is working hard to 
form alliances to deny Boisclair a 
first ballot win. It’s going to be 
tough for Boisclair as he is taking 
hits from all sides. At the public 
debates, Boisclair is routinely 
booed loudly from the floor and 
he is the main target of all eight 
other candidates. From PQ 
hardliners he is being criticized 
for not taking tougher stands on 
language and referendum 
strategy. Even Bernard Landry, 
whom many believed favored 
Boisclair early in the race, came 
out recently and commented on 
what hypothetically he would 
have done had he _ known 
Boisclair was using cocaine while 
he was one of his ministers. 


j André Boisclair 


Will Boisclair overcome? Is his 
lead insurmountable? It is reported 
that his organization recruited 
32,000 of the 59,000 new members 
to the party and is heavily favored 
amongst the party establishment. 
The party votes from November 13 
through |5 in a preferential voting 
system, where each PQ member chooses their first, second, third and fourth 
choice for leader. If Andre Boisclair can maintain his lead, he will be the first 
openly gay leader of a political party in Québec. Whoever wins, it will be a 
rough road ahead as he or she must be able to mend fences amongst the 
various factions and camps within the party. The PQ is known for devouring 
its leaders and it is at least two years until the next provincial election. Only 
time will tell if Québec will have its first gay Premier. W 


Wylie is active in the HIY, 
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Healthy GLBT Living 


ST SASKATOON 


By Megan Morman 


In early November, GLBT healthcare workers and researchers will gather in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia for Rainbow Health 2005: Developing Capacity to Address 
our Health & Wellness. The conference is the second organized by the Canadian 
Rainbow Health Coalition / Coalition santé arc-en-ciel Canada (CRHC/CSAC). 


CRHC’s office is located on the third floor of Saskatoon’s downtown, queer- 
dominated Avenue Building. With only four permanent staff, the walls are layered 
with flipcharts and the office bustles with activity. Executive Director Gens 
Hellquist has been with CRHC since the beginning; | spoke to him on a brisk, 
sunny Friday in October. 


“Access to good health is a basic human right,” 
emphasizes throughout our conversation. 


says Hellquist, a fact that he 


CRHC was formed after delegates to 
the Canada-wide conference 2001: A 
Health Odyssey issued a public statement, 
the Saskatoon Declaration of GLBT 
Health & Wellness. The document laid out 
nine recommendations for the health and 
wellness of GLBT Canadians. First among 
these was the creation of a national 
organization for networking and 
advocacy. In 2003, CRHC received a 2.3 
million dollar grant from Health Canada’s 
Primary Health Care Transition Fund. The 
two-year project funding has provided not 
only for their operations, but also for 
initiatives in nine partner organizations 
around the country. 


RAINBOW HEALTH 2005 


Developing Capacity to Address Our 


fa aS Organizers expect between 350-400 

tu.’ people to attend this year’s conference, 

held at the Casino Nova Scotia Hotel in 

el In es S downtown Halifax. Their first conference, 

held in Gatineau, Québec last November, 

drew 275. CRHC expects to attract 

people from a wide variety of sectors, including an increased number of providers 

who work outside specifically gay health organizations. The over fifty workshops 

are geared toward a diverse audience of practitioners, policy-makers, researchers 

and healthcare activists from primary-care medicine, nursing, social service and 
gay community organizations. 


For some of these attendees, it may be their first exposure to GLBT wellness 
issues. Education on homophobia and GLBT issues is still not a mandated part 
of the curriculum in most universities; coverage usually relies on the initiative of 
understanding professors to make a special effort toward inclusion, leaving many 
graduating health professionals without even an introduction. 


For other delegates, it’s a long-needed chance to connect with like-minded 
others in their field. “It’s amazing to be in a setting where you can meet people 
from other parts of the country doing similar work,’ Hellquist says. 


This year, organizers are focusing on developing capacity to help GLBT people 
by highlighting successful initiatives from both Canada and abroad. Participants 
will choose from fifty-four sessions on a striking diversity of topics. Workshops 
include training for leaders of queer parenting groups, HIV prevention in African 
and Caribbean communities, planning the National Day Against Homophobia and 
best practices for treating trans-identified patients. 


Keynote speaker, Alastair Pringle, leads one of the initiatives that Hellquist is 
most excited about. Pringle is author of Towards a Healthier LGBT Scotland and 
is Patient Focus Manager of Scotland’s Executive Health Department. Pringle is 
responsible for a pioneering pilot project integrating GLBT health concerns into 
mainstream governmental planning by developing strategic partnerships with 
both health authorities and the voluntary sector. Hellquist believes that Pringle’s 
work has a lot to teach Canadians. 


“There’s a real increase in work being done to address queer health issues 
across the country since 2001: A Health Odyssey,’ Hellquist explains, “but the 
government still hasn’t made the financial commitment.” The federal govern- 
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ment’s studies and health-promotion strategies aren't referencing the work and 
research being done with GLBT people at local levels. He cites work being done 
by local health authorities in Halifax and Vancouver, as well as the province of 
Québec, as models. 


He would like policy-makers to realize that, at the least, it’s in their financial 
interest to address homophobia. GLBT substance abuse programs, according to 
Hellquist, are in especially dire need of funding. According to a literature review 
conducted in 2001 by Saskatoon’s Community/University Institute for Social 
Research (CUISR), homophobia costs the Canadian economy approximately eight 
billion dollars a year in increased health care costs and lost productivity. Statistics 
on human costs are just as startling; up to 5,500 GLBT Canadians die prematurely 
each year because of increased rates of smoking, substance abuse, depression and 
suicide. An uneducated health sector just adds to the problem; queer people, 
especially in rural areas, frequently delay seeking care out of fear of homophobia. 


Outlive.ca is another of the projects CRHC is working on. Planned for 
launch in Halifax, the Outlive campaign will combine a rainbow of posters with a 
new website to increase access to information about healthy living for GLBT 
youth and adults. 


CRHC'’s block of funding from Health Canada’s Primary Health Care Transition 
Fund runs out in March and is not renewable. A major priority for staff is finding 
the money to continue the work that’s only really getting started. CRHC’s first 
Annual General Meeting takes place in Halifax alongside the conference. 


Hellquist emphasizes the need to build whole healthy communities with solid 
support networks alongside the established bar scene. Sports, social and recre- 
ational groups and other cultural activities help build a healthy, sustainable GLBT 
infrastructure. It’s just this type of network CRHC hopes to foster with Rainbow 
Health 2005. 


More information about Rainbow Health 2005 and CRHC is available online at 
rainbowhealth.ca W 
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Gay Jocks Don’t Feel Phobia 


By Jesse Trautmann 


Heterosexuals heavily dominate professional sports and although many pro athletes are 
probably gay, we can’t know for sure because they stay closeted. Brian Orser and Mark 
Tewksbury are famous Canadian sports celebrities who stayed in the closet until their active 
athletic careers were over. It is unfortunate professional sports have a negative and indif- 
ferent attitude toward gays but that shouldn’t deter non-professional athletes from playing. 
What many people don’t know is that gay jocks don’t really experience homophobia. 


John Ainey joined a non-oriented (straight) softball 
league this past summer but isn’t joining again, because 
of how poorly it was run, not because he experienced 
any homophobia. “I play on gay friendly teams because 
they're better organized and well supported by the 
community,’ he says. Ainey is involved with many 
different Toronto gay sports teams including soccer, 
volleyball, and softball. 


ae Sometimes the issue is about choosing what to do in 
sports based on what you want and how skilled you 
believe you are. Bernie Finnigean grew up in northern 
Québec had stopped playing sports when he was twelve 
but not because of his sexuality. He now lives in Toronto 
and plays on the Toronto Gay Hockey Association 
(TGHA) every Sunday. Playing on a gay team is more 
comfortable because it’s supportive and less competi- 
tive. It’ a relaxed atmosphere where you can “learn and build skills rather than feeling last on 
the team”. There is also a great social aspect because sexuality isn’t an issue. 


Finnigean has a friend who prefers to play on a straight hockey league. Craig Head feels 
there’s a general awareness among the team that he is gay but it’s simply not talked about. 
Head plays for the Etobicoke Senior Men’s Hockey League, which is just outside Toronto and 
for men over thirty years of age. The main difference between gay and straight sports teams 
is the social dynamic. Head doesn’t lie about his sexuality but he is discreet about it. “We're 
not friends we’re teammates or acquaintances,” he explains, “so when someone asks about 
my weekend | don’t give details. | screen the conversation.” 


Although this may make the change room situation seem hostile, Head says he feels it’s 
really not such a big deal. One day two straight teammates didn’t show up and someone 
joked about them being off somewhere together and the team captain stood up and said, 
“Whatever they want to do.” It was all very light-hearted and not meant to be derogatory 
in any way. 

The same kind of joking around happens to the few straight men on gay teams. “VVe tease 
the straight guys on our team about being gay but no one ever pushes it too far,’ says Chad 
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Simon about his badminton team. He plays all year long with Toronto’s Gay and Lesbian 
Badminton League, which Chad would rather call by the websites name Bad In TO 
(badinto.ca) because the league is open to anyone who enjoys the sport. 


Simon, 29, has been a jock since high school playing rugby and hockey even throughout 
college. Growing up he didn’t really experience any problems. The team was more focused 
on skill and, if you were a strong player, you were popular. Even if people suspected he was 
gay they never verbalized it. But being accepted still didn’t make Simon completely comfort- 
able in the change room, “I was afraid of getting an erection”, which is why he would never 
shower with his teammates after a game. “I didn’t get fully involved due to my own insecu- 
rities.” 


Putting professional sports aside, there are a plethora of recreational and competitive 
sports leagues to enjoy in Toronto. All the leagues are rapidly growing and becoming “one 
big gay sports cult,’ says Ainey. Gay men need to get over the stigma that sports are scary, 
homophobic and extremely competitive. Playing sports can be a lot of fun and can create 
lasting friendships. 


If you are involved in a professional sports environment and are experiencing homophobia, 
there are resources, organizations and people who are on your side. The Gay & Lesbian 
Athletes Association (GLAA) is a registered charitable organization in Canada and the United 
States dedicated to change in sport. Their goal, as stated on their website, is to create an 
atmosphere where athletes can compete without concerns about sexual orientation. They 
also diligently work to educate the public about the presence and adverse impact of 
homophobia in sport on society at large by conducting seminars and meetings and developing 
and providing programs on that topic.Visit GLAA at glpaa.org W 
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IN THE NEWS La 


Santa’s Helpers 


By Outlooks Staff 


With the passing of Thanksgiving and Halloween, it’s time to turn one’s 
thoughts to the festive season ahead. The season for giving is almost here again 
and two very hard working Calgarians are looking for your support once more. 
Amidst the forthcoming parties, shopping and preparing your own seasonal 
festivities there needs to be some help for those less fortunate. 


In Calgary, two charities have been operating annual toy drives for the past 
decade. This year will continue in that tradition as two hard-working and 
community minded individuals renew their efforts. 


Toys for Tots has been organised by Dr. Richard Denney for the past ten years 
as a personal undertaking—his way of giving back at Christmas. The Native 
Women’s Shelter is the beneficiary. Beyond the gift of toys for the children at 
the shelter, any cash donated is used to purchase turkeys and other holiday food 
items for the festivities of the women and their children. 


You can be one of Santa’s elves by joining Dr. Richard Denney and his friends 
in a party atmosphere at MoneyPennies on December 3 from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. for 
the kick-off function. Donations of unwrapped toys or gift items, non-perishable 
food items or cash will be accepted. an 


On another charitable front, Crowns For Kids will j 
continue for its ninth year organized by MZ 
Rhonda—a.k.a. Ron Eberly. Established 
in 1996 by MZ Rhonda, Crowns For 
Kids has delivered thousands of 
toys to many needy children and | 
groups throughout Calgary 
totalling more than $100,000 
in value. 


Fashioned from a similar 
event in San Diego, MZ 
Rhonda _ has tirelessly 
organized this annual toy 
drive under the auspices 
of Imperial and 
Sovereign Court of 
the Chinook Arch 
Social Association. 
Striving for greater 
success each year, MZ 
Rhonda has added a new 
way to support the cause for this 
holiday season. Several Calgary 
businesses will display a tree decorated only with 
lights. Customers may purchase a star for one dollar to help decorate the tree 
with all proceeds going to Crowns For Kids. For every star purchased the 
donor’s name will be entered into a draw to win wonderful prizes. 


This season’s beneficiaries include The Children’s Cottage, The Woman's 
Shelter, Ronald McDonald House and The Salvation Army Children’s Village—all 
worthy causes supporting under-privileged children at this most important family 
time of the year. 

You are invited to join MZ Rhonda and friends from the ISCCA, SA at the kick- 
off event November 26 at the Rekroom commencing at noon and ending with a 
show at 10:30 p.m. 


After the launch event, toys may be dropped off at MoneyPennies, Metro Club, 
Priape, Calgary Eagle and many more locations around Calgary. 


Please support these worthwhile community efforts on behalf of those less 
fortunate, to make a happy holiday season for everyone. 
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Matty is a psychology major at the University of Toronto who 
has a profound interest in photography. A competitive track and 
field athlete on the Varsity team, Matty has won nationals and 
been on Nationals teams. a 
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Coquitlam, BC 

(504) 945 8824 


SASKATOON 
173- 2nd Ave South 
(306) 664-6662 


onboard movies 
single or double row seating 
fold-down tables and laptop plug-ins 
complimentary snacks and beverages 
several departures daily 


® 0 @ @ @ 


VANCOUVER - KITSILANO 
2169 West 4th Avenue 
(604) 733-0009 


1.800.232.1958 www.redarrow.ca 
Calgary Red Deer Edmonton Fort McMurray 


© 2005 Oakley, Inc, oakley.ca 
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aircanada.com/gay 
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THE DESERT BEAR RESORT 


530 E. MEL AVENUE, Pato Sprincs, CA 92262 


1.877.GO GROWL ¢ www.thedesertbear.com 


ven g e 


| Mention this ad for. = 
Canadian Dollar at Par 
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OUTLOOKS’ FEATURE INN 
Nob Hill Hotel 


The historic Nob Hill Hotel was 
established in 1906 and was fully 
restored to its original grandeur in 
1998. It boasts marble flooring, 
stained glass panels, ornate 
ceilings, alabaster chandeliers and 
an extensive collection of 
Victorian prints and paintings 
throughout. This is the perfect 
place to stay and enjoy all the 
experiences that San Francisco has 
to offer. 


It’s ideally located in the discrete Nob Hill district + 
just a short walk from Union Square, China Town and - 
the Theatre District. wo blocks from the hotel lobby t” 
is the famous Cable Car Line to North Beach and § 
Fisherman’s Wharf. At the Nob Hill Hotel you will 
experience warmth, great hospitality and the 
unassuming personal service of a more elegant 
bygone age. 


Even though it’s like stepping back in time the 
hotel offers all the modern conveniences in this 
Victorian period setting. Features include Cable 
TV, HBO, ENN and select family or adult movies. 
Rooms are available with coffee makers, refridger- 
ators, microwave oven, ironing boards and a 
variety of sizes to suit every budget. 
Complimentary continental breakfast is served 
every day in the restaurant. The Victorian Suite or 
the Garden Suite are perfect for that special 
romantic get-away or honeymoon. 


Tucked away in the foyer is the il Bacio restau- 
rant which features culinary masterpieces that are 
repared by chef and owner Joseph Hajassan. This cosy Tuscany-like gem 

oasts upscale Italian cuisine that is perfectly prepared to satisfy and please 
every palate. 


Whatever your reason for visiting San Francisco the perfectly located and 
comfortable Nob Hill Hotel is an excellent place to stay and enjoy the city 
day and night. 


For more information please visit: www.nobhilthotel.com 
or call toll free 1-877 662 4455 
or email: nobhill@nobhillhotel.com 
835 Hyde Street, San Francisco, California, 94109 
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Will (66! at 


cP Montcalm 
Gite/B&B 


4453/55 Montcalm Montreal, QC H2L 3G9 “oe 


info@sirmontcalm.com 


Tel. (514) 522-7747 (7SIR) 
www.sirmontcalm.com 


1641 Amherst, Montreal, Qc, H2L 3L4 
Tel.: (614) 597-0878 
info@aubergell.com 
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When visiting 
Ottawa, relax 
in the 
elegance of 
our beautiful 
; ‘ Discover the 
Victorian 
bed & 
breakfast 


the Inn on 


in the heart of 


the action. 


BED & BREAKFAST 


SY youll flip for us 


comfort of 


Somerset. 


email: info@innonsomerset.com 


Proud to be a Family! 


GREAT HOUSE - GREAT LOCATION - GREAT HOSTS 
1725 - 12 Street SW Calgary, AB 403-244-6693 
www.thefoxwood.com 


177 FRANK ST. 
Just ofr Excin Sr. 
Downtown 
OTTAWA 


N.CA | f-MAILIMCCILLBB@INTERLOG.COM 


Vout-rree: 1-877-580-5015 


282 Somerset St. W., Ottawa 


www.innonsomerset.com 


45 spacious casitas 

4.5 acre paradise 

huge pool & spa 
we Palm Springs’ Largest 


ape t Gay & Lesbian R Re eon 


|. PALM SPRINGS 


ung Optional.R Resort for. Men" ; 


800-732-7555 
-TRIANGLE-INN.com 


EXPERIENCE SOUTHWESTERN HOSPITAL 


¥ Clothing Optional 
v full Amenities 
W Rates on par Canadian Sunday-Thursday 


(Ty 


Palm Springs ° (888)541-3777 * www.tortugadelsol.com 
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Canadian Owned and Operated! 


Canadian $ at Par Mon-Thurs! 


2 Amazing Locations... 
Stay at One...Play at Both! 


www.laposada.com 
888-411-4949 Upscale...Not Uptight! 


Nestled in ‘Ke year-round warmth of “ 
CCBC Resort 


Play in any of CCBC’s unique and varied environments 
all created with your pleasure in mind: 
* The Compound * Danny's Dungeon * The Jungle Encounter. Ti 
* Love Grotto * The Steam Room & Sauna 

* The Sun Deck Pool & Hot Tub 


And after playtime is over, you can retire to 
one of 44 Deluxe accommodations. 


check our web site for dates and events. 0) 324-135 


www. cbcps.com o. be@attglobal. net 


‘Like Vacationing 


Deluxe Rooms * Pool & Jacuzzi 
Outdoor Misting * Full Gym * Social. Hour 


Nudity Welcome * Concierge Service _| 
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The House on 


Find us at: 110 McGill St | Toronto 
Email 416-351-1503 
megillb6@interlog.com | 877-580-5015 


i 


Boana Torre Malibu 


Condo Hotel / one block from GAY beach 


Amapas 325, Zona Romantica, Puerto Vallarta 
§ Tel/fax 011-52 (322) 222-6695 / 222-0999 


%| Www.boana.net 
boana@pvnet.com.mx 


CLOTHING NOT REQUIRED 


HAPS FY INN 


PALM SPRINGS 


For Reservations & T.T.Y. 
(800)445-8916 
(760)327-8222 


www.Chapsinn.com 
312 Camino Monte Vista + Palm Springs, CA 92262 


palm springs 


ERRAZZO 


866.837.7996 
terrazzo-ps.com 


40' pool 

10 man spa 
breakfast & lunch 
wireless internet 
on-site gym 
concierge 


OUTPOST HALIFAX \ 


Colourful Storytelling 


By Ralph Higgins 


What do rent boys,a crippled folk artist and grinding poverty have in common? 
The answer is Miss Elva, the skilfully wrought new novel by Stephens Gerard 
Malone. 


The Ontario-born Malone, a former 
mortgage clerk, waiter and sex advice 
columnist—amongst other occupa- 
tions—has, since 1986, made his home in 
Nova Scotia, the setting of his most 
recent novel. 


While maritime gothic is a term 
sometimes applied—not always as a 
compliment—to the work of such east 
coast writers as Ann-Marie MacDonald 
and David Adams Richards, we must 
now add to this list a new voice, that of 
Malone whose novel, Miss Elva, was 
published by Random House this year. 
Malone remarks that he “likes a good 
story with lots of colour” and if gothic 
literature is characterized by a dark 
tone, mystery, violence and extravagantly 
odd characters then Miss Elva certainly 
fits the bill. 


The tale revolves around Elva and her 
family—the beautiful sister, Jane, her 
Mi’kmag mother, Rilla and violent father, 
Amos. Shunned by the other inhabitants 
of the small town of Demerett Bridge, the family in turn treat Elva, the small 
misshapen child, with neglect, indifference and casual brutality. Hungry for affec- 
tion, Elva had formed a strong childish attachment to Gil, one of the twins from 
a neighbouring family and was distraught at his decision to leave town. In the 
summer of 1927, Gil returns to Demerett Bridge, bringing with him a shy, strange 
young man named Oak whose origins are unknown and whose connection with 
Gil goes beyond friendship. This return is the catalyst for a volatile mix of old 
hatred and sexual jealousy, in which Elva will become a key, though unwitting, 
element. Unnoticed for the most part, Elva, in contrast, notices everything and 
the story is told through her naive, dispassionate eyes. The observant eyes of the 
artist...or of the writer. 


STEPHENS GERARD 


WALONE. 


| asked Stephens Gerard | 
Malone how he related to the 
character of Elva. 


SGM: Well the non-beautiful 
are generally marginalized... and, 
as a gay man,| have been aware of 
those kinds of situations. 


Outlooks: And who has not? 

It is a challenge in the gay 

community certainly—this disre- 

gard for those who are not 
conventionally beautiful. 


EC NCE CY OED NE RE 


SGM: (laughs) or over the age 
of 29! 


Outlooks: What | call the cult 
of the grotesquely beautiful. 


My 
SGM: A totally manufactured AY 
view of beauty. 


Outlooks: But Elva doesn’t | 
seem to resent this treatment. 


SGM: She has no idea. It gives 
her more freedom in a way. She 
isn’t pressured to conform to 
expectations. 


Outlooks: And is less aware of 
those expectations for others. As 
an outcast she understands other 
outcasts, like Oak who is a kind 
of orphan from the storm. 


Where did that character come from? 
SGM: | knew someone who always wanted to be helpful without knowing 


how they should help...or even in what ways to relate to another person. His 
actions often misconstrued. 


Outlooks: He wants to help Gil. 
SGM: Yet is in need of help himself. 


Outlooks: But Oak is the only character who really sees Elva. While most of 
her family give her no attention; Oak is perhaps the only one who speaks directly 
to her. 


SGM: Like the scene on the beach. 


Outlooks: Yes. It’s a very affecting scene, where she talks to him about his 
relationship with Gil: 


Shed stolen all his secrets, and forgot she shouldn’t know. “You love 
him.” 

Elva could only <p the terror on a face by night she could not see. 
Oak looked around, cleared his throat. 

“| can’t.” 

“But you do,” she persisted. 

“What I do is hurt!” He groaned again, Bp Iding his stomach. “Just hurt. 
All the time. Hurt! Does that... disgust you? 

She shook her head. 

He studied her. “Why not?” 

Elva couldn’t say. Like it was natural in her, knowing that for some, it 
was the way of things. 

“And you think Gil loves Jane and not you.” 

“What?” he asked, unsure if there wasn't a hundred years of wisdom 
hiding in that deformed body. “He thinks he loves her. It’s not that he 
doesn't care for me, he doesn’t want to care. He fights caring. | know 
he’s out there right now, just as I’m here with you, fighting against it.. 


fighting against. me. Love Jane? Not a chance! Jane's what's expected. 
Jane is easier. Gil wants to escape.” 


Outlooks: Were scenes like this difficult to write? 


SGM: The hardest scenes were those between Gil and Oak. It is the smaller 
moments that are more expressive really. 


Outlooks: And harder to get right. 


SGM: You know you're getting it right when they [the characters] are in 
charge, controlling the flow of things. 


Outlooks: The irony with Elva is that while she is largely ignored by the 
others, she is most real to us. | know that Elva was partly inspired by Maud 
Lewis, the folk artist who is a kind of icon here in Nova Scotia. And yet, while 
we can know the biographical facts of Maud Lewis’ life—dates of birth and 
death—we will never really know her the way we know Miss Elva. 


SGM: 


Outlooks: The external circumstances are bleak but there isn’t a sense of 
despair. It isn’t desolate. Elva has a kind of stoicism... or maybe it is just 
innocence. 


SGM: And at the end it is Elva who really has the last ...word. (laughs) and 
maybe in a maritime gothic kind of way it is a happy ending! W 


| think that in fiction you can give much more of the flavour of a life. 


g in the Annapolis 


Ralph Higgins is a writer, columnist and book/movie reviewer liv 
of Nova Scotia. 
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Mon - Sat: 6am till 11pm, Sun: 7am - 11pm 
1610 10th Street SW CALGARY 
403.244.7750 
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OUTLOOKS CLASSIFIEDS 


400 - Personals 
massage 401 
friends 402 
models 403 
dating services 404 
announcements 405 
phone lines 406 
general 407 
health services 408 


105 
work wanted 


DipricnEEPiRmEMMUoMD AMC UAT UCM POMIoO 


100 - Employment 
office 101 
domestic 102 
trades 103 
service industry 104 
work wanted 105 
help wanted 106 
gardening services 107 


Bookkeeping Services 
Looking for a freelance 
bookkeeper? I am experienced with 
Quickbooks for small businesses and 
entrepeneurs including payroll and 
GST. Can be at your office or mine 
in Calgary. Call (403) 228-5703 


TATTOOS) 


salespersons wanted 108 


(eRe ele eee 


retail salesperson 109 personal services 409 wlan TT TTA 
personal growth 410 - 203 
200 - Real Estate Escorts 411 shared 
homes and condos Erotic Body Massage 412 Jati 
for sale 201 women’s services 413 accommodation 
homes, apartments, and 2 BR. in Kensington Avail Nov. Ist, close 
suites for rent 202 500 - to DT, SAIT, University. N/S male pref., 
e furnished or un furnashed util incl. 
EES ok : Lachlan an $375/mo., $200/dd. No Pets Call Rick 
accommodations 204 birthdays 501 after 6 p.m. at (403) 270-7238. 
accommodations wanted 205 anniversary 502 
R z Marda Loop male roommate to share large 
vacation rentals 206 obituary 503 house with two others, on bus route. Must 
office space for rent 207 in memoriam 504 like dogs. $385,00 includes utilities. 
Real Estate Agent 208 notices 505 Phone (403)244-2993 
Office space wanted 209 —_ general 507 204 
lost & found 508 dati 
300 a For Sale services 509 accommo: ion 
automobiles 301 weddings 510 
home furnishings 302 jal! and be in 
antiques and artworks 600 - Travel ae OEY, 
303 accommodations 601 eT 
computers 304 travel Alberta 602 
general and miscella- travel BC 603 11 th Street | 
neous 305 camping 604 ; : 
garage sales 306 travel international 605 Lodging 
pets 307 general 606 Bed and Breakfast 
700- Business PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
EE dls Ce ee. 
siness opportunity. 702 INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
computer rental 703 FOR OVER 7 YEARS 
JOHN OR PETER 
HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # (403) 209-Offf 
H /WWW.11STREET.COM 


Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 


vacation rentals 


Puerto Vallarta 
Leave the snow and winter behind for this 


ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING: fabulous 2 Bdr. Condo just 1/2 block directly 


CHEQUES / MONEY ORDERS 


above the blue chairs beach. Fully equipped, 
OCEAN VIEWS from 2 terraces, full use of 
private pool, full maid service 6 days per 
week. South side Old Town, 5-10 min. walk 
j i on - to all bars, restaurants, shops, clubs. Check it 
Diners Club out and call Rob at (403) 519-3073 


Intemational? CTL ROute. 


Www.casaensuenopy.com 


Please place my ad in Category # 
Please add the following headline to my ad 
($10.00 extra): 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: 
PROVINCE/STATE: 
CODE: 
DAY PHONE: 
HOME PHONE: 
ALL PHONE NUMBERS APPEARING IN ADS MUST BE 
VERIFIED 
SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PURCHASE 


PAYMENT OPTIONS: (circle one) 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 
VISA - MASTERCARD - DINERS CLUB - AMEX 
CARD NUMBER: 
EXPIRY DATE: 
SIGNATURE: 
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PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 
Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: 011 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 
222-0999. www.boana.net 
boana@pvnet.com.mx One block 
from gay beach. Each unit has one 
bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch- 
enette, living room, balcony, air- 


conditioning. Maid service. Gay 


Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open 
daily 9am-Spm (CT). 


305 
general sales 


Best Video and DVD for sale and rent! 
New releases and hard to find classics. 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


#202, 11745 Jasper 
Ave., Edmonton,AB 
TSK ONS. 
Ph:780-482-7480. 
E-mail: 


exec.express @shaw.ca 


401 
calgary massage 


pone ce 

& 
5 Treat yourself to a @ 
S Professional eB 
5 Relaxation Massage al 
5 Male to Male # 
by Appointment Only e 
p 20 years experience e 
s Swedish, Shiatsu, & 
8 Healing Hands e 
el Daniel (403) 510-7572 . 
a a 


e 


Phaanppanananneneenenenenemenenonis 


Meet that 
special 
Someone 


Take outa 
classified ad in 
Outlooks 
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401 
vancouver massage 


PACIFICA 


BODYWORK S 


BC's best 
all-male 
massage 


Noon - 10PM 
Daily 


Free Parking 
Air-conditioned 


604-526.3605 


Cooeesscceccesesesececesesesese 


“Better Than Sex (TM)” 


men purr: nurturing sensuous full- 

body Tantric massage by California- 
certified connoisseur of touch. 
Individual sessions, lessons, 

workshops 604-682-3269 Ext. 9466 


www.growinghealthier.com 
Visa / MC 


Sooo oeesereseeeeseeseeeseseses 


402 
friends 


eocceesccesecseccccces 
wecesseceecccsecece 


Honest, intelligent, nice-looking 
man 26 years old, 177cm, 74kg 
with university education, good 
health and body. Enjoys 
literature, music, nature, art, 
travels, sport. Seeks man for 
meetings, friendship and good 
relationship for long time. Please 
write to: Valentyn, PO Box 122, 
KIEV 03058 UKRAINE. 


Handsome African guy, 27 years old, 
very lonely, seeking a genuin gay partner 
for a lasting friendship. Write and let’s 
meet. Age not important. 

A. B. Allwell 
PO Box 137 
SUNYANI B/A/R 
GHANA, West Africa 


Looking for long term partner. Do 
you want a sincere guy? Genuine black 
guy, chocolate body, well-toned and 
honest. Please write to me and send 
your photo. 

Emmanuel Dadzie, B.O.Box 1323 
Sunuani B/A Ghana W/A 


Attractive black gay, passive in bed, 
lonely, romantic, loving and caring is 
ready to be loved. Wish to meet genuine 
and honest active gay man to build a 
strong relationship leading to meetings. 
All ages amd race are welcome. 
Reply To: Christian K. Gemadzi 
P.O. Box 1102 Sunyani - B/A 
Ghana - W/A 


FRUSTRATED BY BDSM 
E-MAIL DREAMERS? 

A letter takes more effort, respondents 
are more serious. Experienced Master, 
B/D interests, in Vancouver/Victoria area 
seriously into Master/slave scene, seeks 


slave aged 18-29 prepared to move from 
fantasy to reality. Suggest initial trial 
period (weekend or ? ). Write with phone 
and/or postal address to Box 0899. 
No e-mail! Serious only 


I'm African, Ghanaian gay guy, 25 
yrs. old, black in color. I’m respectful, 
truthful and lots more. I’m a student who 
wants to exchange pictures, magazines 
and lots more. Please write to: 

Lordship Boateng 
P.O. Box 2356 
Sunyani Brong Ahafo 
Ghana West Africa 


Canadian gays, don’t miss this 
chance! Very nice-looking, 22-year old 
Ghanian bottom looking for a soul mate. 

Very serious and looking for a lasting 
relationship. No age limit, wiling to try 
anything. First come, first serve. write 

with photos to 
Gibelery Abdul 
Democracy Street 250 
Box 225 
Dormaa-Ahenko B/A 
Ghana W/ Africa 


Very cute, 30-year-old African guy 
with nice, attractive, smooth chocolate 
body. Very caring, romantic, affec- 
tionate, honest and kind. Would like to 
meet a man for a long-term relationship. 
Age and race are unimportant. 

Write to: 
Iddrisu Moro 
Post Box 96 
Sunyani B-A 
Ghana, W-A 


_ CURRENT DEADLINE: November 21st, 2005 


Complete this form and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 5. 
All ads placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


Headline: 


First 25 Words: 
Additional 25 words or less: 


Entire ad In Bold: 


Border Around Ad: 
Reply Number Forwarding: 


INVOICE PLEASE COMP! FULLY 


$20.00 


$10.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 


Photograph (1”x1” B&W): 


$15.00 
$15.00 


$5.00 


SUBTOTAL per month: 
FREQUENCY: 

3 Issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 Issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
12 Issues: SUBTRACT 20% 
ADD 7% GST: 


GRAND TOTAL: 
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dating services 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. 
Try us free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


WHO'S WAITING © 
FOR YOU?" 


Calgary es 
403.355.2222 ees 
Vancouver 
604.257.5555 
Toronto 


416.915.4545 


Find Your Number 


1.800.777.8000 ef 
FREE TRIAL ee 
CODE: 3901 


www. interact 
1.900.45 


general personals 


ONTARIO 
WHERE MEN MEET MEN 
CENTRAL SPA 
2 great locations open daily at 11 AM 

1610 Dundas Street West, Toronto 
(416) 588-6191 

401 Main Street West, Hamilton 
(905) 523-7636 

Large straight and bisexual client 

base 
www.centralspa.com 


Foreign 
Lovers 


and immigration 
T have been helping same sex couples with 
Canadian immigration since 1994 when my 
partner became a permanent resident. I 
am one of Canada's most experienced 
professionals on immigration for same sex 
couples. Let me help you and your partner 
live “happily ever after" in Canada. 


Peter Bernier at Immigration Link 
416-922-9495 
1 Gloucester Street, Suite 114B 
Toronto, Ontario M4Y 1L8 
Welcome.TO.CA@sympatico.ca 


Grant, Sussex NB 


IMMIGRATION 
is for lovers! 


Friendly service, extraordina 
success rates, delighted clien 


For the past 10 years, our clients have counted 
on our in-depth, up-to-the-minute expertise But 
our caring, attentive service is why they referred 
their friends and family to us. We offer complete 
immigration & citizenship services: sponsoring 
same- and opposite-sex 
partners and family, 
skilled workers, bus! 
ness applicants, 
refugees, humanitari- 
an & compassion- 
ate cases, and all 
visas & permits. 
We will dispel the 
myths about imi 
gration and simpli- 
fy the process. 
FERREIRA-V 
@ IMMIGR: 
Pi@ s EF R v Ic 
ik We Help Make Canade Your Home 


Find out if you qualify. 
Call us today for a free assessment. 


416-651-8889 


info@immigrationservices.ca 
www.immigrationservices.ca 
538 St. Clair Ave. West 
Toronto, ON M6C 1A4 
Members of Canadian Society of 
Immigration Consultants & CAPIC 


410 
personal growth 


CELEBRATING THE BODY EROTIC 
The Body Electric School has scheduled three 
Celebrating the Body Erotic workshops for men 
across Canada this fall. Join us for two full days of 
explorations, intimacy and massage based on Tantric 
and Taoist traditions. Experience erotic energy in a 
safe and comfortable environment as something 
playful, energizing and profound. Body Electric is 
committed to helping people experience their poten- 
tial as healers of self and others through touch, 
conscious breath and honouring the wisdom of the 
body. 
For the workshop in Toronto on November 22-23 
or Montréal on November 12-13 call Paul at 416-598- 
3775 and for the workshop in Vancouver on 
November 19-20 call Germen at 604-885-4864 


Also check out www.bodyelectric.org for more 
information. 


Leaner 7 


KYLE 
24 y, smooth, attractive, versatile, 
boyish body, uncut, bubble butt, 


outcalls only 
(403) 922-9166 


Sublink presents: 
RESURRECTION 13 
Nov 5, 2005 
All night event! 

Techno and Drum+Bass with DJs: 
ERIC L (Los Angeles), Double D, Danny 
Diamond, CyKosis, Apocalypse, 
Freddyfingaz. 16+, $22 advance, INFO: 
(403)520-1999 
www.djdoubled.com/events.htm 

See “Searching for Utopia”, a new play 


about the electronic music culture. Info: 
www.theatreutopia.com 


510 
weddings/special 
occasion services 


MARRIAGE PREPARATION SEMINAR 
for SAME-SEX COUPLES. Calgary United 
Church of Canada providing 10-hour, small 
group seminar November 18/19, 2005. Call 

(403) 294-0378. 


Your 
Foxwood 
hosts 


BED & BREAKFAST 


GREAT HOUSE - GREAT LOCATION - GREAT HOSTS 
1725 - 12 Street SW Calgary, AB 403-244-6693 
www.thefoxwood.com 


CLOTHING NOT REQUIRED 


HAPS FY INN 


PALM SPRINGS 


For Reservations & T.T.Y. 
(800)445-8916 
(760)327-8222 


www.Chapsinn.com 
312 Camino Monte Vista * Palm Springs, CA 92262 


Atlaontie Ganada 


Held at Triangles bar in 
Moncton, September 30th 
to October 2nd. Photos by 


Jim Culbert. 
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From: Pacific Sun Entertainment 


46 


© 5,000+ GAY MOVIES! 
© 20,000 ADULT MOVIES! 
° NO MEMBERSHIPS! 


GayHotMovies.com 
j WebMaster@HotMovies.com 


Bexers, Briefs & 
Firemen’s Jocks 


Service Area 
From: Catalina Video 


November 2005 


° NEW MOVIES DAILY! 
¢ NO MONTHLY FEES! 


or gay and bisexual men 


- Western Canana’s 


Larcest STEAMROOM! 


- Dry Sauna 


- Porn Rooms 


MovieDollars.com 
WebMaster@MovieDollars.com 


Featuring: Brett Dimineo, Mark Slade, Zachery Scott, Kurt Wagner, 
Michael Knight, Nathan Hamilton, Danny Chance, Brett Collins 


Running Time: 90 minutes 


When you hear the sound of a fire truck’s siren at the start of this 
movie, you will probably expect to see flames and a house on fire. But 
instead, the hot action happens elsewhere. While Brett Dimineo is 
relaxing by his pool, his friend Michael Knight has called 91] just to 
create an opportunity to meet with his favorite hunk who happens to 
be an on-duty firefighter. The fire truck arrives and Mark Slade is the 
first on the scene just as Michael had planned. It’s obvious there’s no 
fire but Michael is pretending to be drowning in the pool in order to 
be rescued. 


With the absence of flames, Mark rushes into the pool and ‘rescues’ 
Michael including some poolside mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. As a 
noble unsuspecting firefighter, Mark carries the victim to a bedroom 
to make sure he has recovered completely. Of course Michael comes 
to life very quickly and expresses his gratitude by using his mouth for 
a different kind of resuscitation which Mark eagerly enjoys. 


Back at the pool, Brett is left alone to fantasize about his current 
boyfriend Nathan Hamilton and the hot times they enjoy together by 
the pool. These fantasies turn into a reality when Nathan shows up 


Featuring: Ivan Andros, Adam Blake, Brad Benton, Caleb Cross, Jessie Cooper, 
Robert Black, Chad Thomas, Jason Crew, Jack Preston, Stonie, Steve Rambo 


Running Time: 80 Minutes 


Managing a handyman business is the perfect job for lvan Andros with his 
army of skilled technicians who enable the business to run perfectly. Ivan’s 
employees range from electricians to plumbers, poolboys to gardeners, so 
every job request can be handled professionally. Some of his workmen 
possess a few extra skills to ensure complete customer satisfaction with the 
services lvan provides. 


The first call of the day comes from Steve Rambo who is sweating at home 
in his kitchen because his air conditioning has suddenly failed. He needs help 
immediately and lvan is happy to oblige by dispatching Adam Blake and Jack 
Preston to his house. When the two expert electricians arrive at Steve’s 
home, they discover simply a blown fuse. The air conditioning is working 
again in no time at all. However, Steve is so pleased he invites the two studs 
in for some cold water. The temperature rises again when this threesome 
fixes another of horny Steve's problems and blow something else in the 
process. lvan’s company provides complete customer satisfaction and Steve 
is impressed with the tools these electricians are packing with them. 


Meanwhile back at the office, lvan takes another call from a distressed 
customer who needs his swimming pool cleaned before a very important 
pool party that evening. 


OUTLOQKS 


- Girory Hoes 


by surprise to find his superhung boyfriend primed for hot action. The 
bodies of these two well hung studs are just made for each other and 
they waste no time enjoying this fact. 


A few days later, when Brett is enjoying boxing practice with his 
friends Kurt Wagner and Brett Collins another firefighter arrives at 
the house. This time it’s Zachery Scott who has been sent on an 
official investigation as to why so many false alarms are recorded at 
this address. With three young hunks in their boxers and briefs 
Zachery is soon investigating a different problem. This foursome is 
amazing, with the two well-hung studs—Zachary and Brett—being 
serviced by their young hot-lipped admirers. It’s a scene hot enough 
to cause a real fire. Zachary soon forgets why 
he came to the house in the first place. 


After the movie ends producer/director Paul 
Baressi rolls the camera for a fun relaxed chat 
with the performers interspersed with bloopers 
and out-takes from the movie. 
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lvan assures him it’s no problem. Luckily, Jessie Cooper has just finished 
a job and can head over right away. When fesse arrives, the house and pool 
are deserted so he starts cleaning the pool alone. He’s still alone when the 
work is completed so he decides to go for a skinny dip to cool down. As luck 
would have it the owner, Chad Thomas, arrives home and catches Jessie 
naked in the pool. Instead of being angry Chad strips down and joins Jessie 
for a dip. Naturally these two hot young studs quickly switch to some hot 
action instead of cooling down in the water. 


At the office, it’s a busy day for lvan and the phone just keeps ringing with 
troubled callers making urgent requests. Ivan has to find a gardener for 
Stonie. Luckily Jason Crew is available and dispatched immediately to 
Stonie’s large house mie sight of tall, dark and handsome Jason raking leaves 
is a turn on for the horny Stonie. They end up naked 
together and Jason reveals a super large hose, which 
is anything but the garden variety. Stonie becomes 
another one of lvan’s very satisfied customers. 


lvan’s phone keeps ringing until he’s the last man 
available to do the job and this leads to real personal 
service for the last customer of the day. 


MUSIC: — tobck-tok 


BODIES: tock tok 
ACTION: tetetckk 
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